
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Theme: The Invitation 
March 20, 2022 - 8:30 AM Service with ASL Interpretation,  

11 AM Traditional Service and Virtual Worship  

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

PRELUDE                                     Duane Dillard (8:30)  

                    Amy Brown (11:00)  

                                 Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

Liturgist: Seek the Lord while God is to be found. 

Congregation: Call upon God while God is near! 

Liturgist: Repent of unrighteous ways. 

Congregation: It is never too late to turn to God! 

Liturgist: Get rid of evil thoughts. 

Congregation: Let us turn to God, that God may have mercy on us! 

Liturgist: For God will pardon our sins and cleanse us of our transgressions. 

Congregation: We will praise God for the new life we have found! 

Liturgist: Alleluia! 

All: Alleluia! 
 

*OPENING HYMN    

  (8:30) Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                       Red Hymnal, 127 

(11:00) Come, Thou Almighty King                                                  Red Hymnal, 61 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

Open our eyes, our ears, our hearts and spirits this morning, Lord, that we may be 

healed of our faithlessness, freed from our fears and anxieties, and placed on the 

pathways that lead to peace and service to you. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 



 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME (8:30)   Lord, I Want to Be a Christian         Red Hymnal, 402 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be a 

Christian in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be a Christian 

in my heart. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00) Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   

  Black Hymnal, 2193 

Lord, listen to you children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place; Lord, 

listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.  
 

Brian McNelis (8:30 & 11:00-virtually) shares a blessing with our children!  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (11:00) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. AMEN.   
 

Gloria Patri (11:00) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN.  
 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION   My Faith Looks Up to Thee        Red Hymnal, 452  
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:1-9  Invitation to the Thirsty 

55 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting 

covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a 

witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will 

summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running to 

you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you 

with splendor.” 6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn 



 

 

to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely 

pardon.8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

One:  May this story inspire us all. 

ALL:  To walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

  (8:30) As the Deer                                                                     Black Hymnal, 2025 

(11:00) Amazing Grace  vs. 1,2,3,6                                                 Red Hymnal, 378 
 

THE MESSAGE   The Invitation                           Pastor Sam Harrell   
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                    Reverend Kevin Benjamin & Congregation 

You are given another chance! God has heard your cries. Turn again to the 

Lord. Find comfort and strength in God’s eternal love for you. Be healed. 

AMEN. 
          

WE GIVE THANKS 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Holy God, we offer these gifts in gratitude for the blessings you bestow upon us. 

Despite our unfruitful ways, we have endless opportunities to reflect your glory in 

our lives. We turn our hearts and minds to the commitment that you have made to us 

through your son Jesus Christ. May these gifts become symbolic of our desire to 

renew our covenant relationship with you, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

AMEN. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports Relief For Ukraine. 

Advance #14053A: Eurasia In Mission Together -- Ukraine and Moldova. 

Donations to this Advance account will be quickly transferred to the bank account 

of the UMC of Ukraine, which has a system in place to receive these donations, put 

them to immediate use, and provide reporting on the usage of these funds. To 

donate, go to: https://advance.umcmission.org/p-222-eurasia-in-mission-together-

ukraine-and-moldova.aspx 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN   

  (8:30) Instrumental  Duane Dillard 

(11:00) Holy                                                                  Amy Brown & Chancel Choir   
 

 



 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                   Reverend Kevin Benjamin                  

We put everything off until the last minute, Lord. You have invited and encouraged 

us on this journey, reminding us of the struggles and of the hope. You ask us to let 

go of the things that bind us from serving freely, but we have a nasty tendency to wait 

until it’s almost too late - until the last minute. We can’t seem to let go of the hurt, 

fear, and pain. On this journey, remind us again of your healing love, your forgiving 

power. Help us to trust the goodness and potential for good that you have placed in 

all of us. We have come to this place to hear your word, to sing and pray to you in 

hope. Enable us to find the courage to really believe in you, that your healing love 

may permeate our souls and prepare us for true witness; for we ask this in Jesus’ 

Name. AMEN. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION               Reverend Kevin Benjamin 

This is the season of turning. We are called on this journey to turn our lives to 

the Lord, to turn away from all those things which have harmed us and others; 

to separate ourselves from actions and attitudes that demean and destroy. It is 

far too easy for us to sink into the mire of self-pity and self-serving attitudes, 

wondering why everything isn’t coming our way. We want comfort, 

contentment, no stress, no struggle. Yet our lives are filled with stress and 

discontent. We hurt, Lord. We hurt in our bodies and our souls. We hurt in our 

relationships with others. How we must try your patience! We don’t want to be 

like this - we want to feel the warmth of your love, the freedom of your spirit, 

the joy of serving you. Forgive us for our selfishness and stupidity. Heal us. For 

we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.                
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                    Reverend Kevin Benjamin 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup together at the end of the 

liturgy.) 

Come to the Lord’s Table. All you who love him. Come to the Lord’s Table, confess 

your sin.  Come to the Lord’s Table, be at peace. 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



 

 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Lay Leader:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 

image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love 

failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant 

to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your 

people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor:  Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 

to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering 

of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that 

the time had come when you would save your people.  
 

Lay Leader: He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism 

of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us 

from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the  
 

Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power 

of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor (lifting and breaking the bread): On the night in which he gave himself up for 

us he took bread, gave God thanks, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Lay Leader (lifting the cup): When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks 

to God, gave it to his disciples, and said “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood 

of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Leadership together: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in 

union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

ALL:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again! 
 

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 



 

 

world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with 

Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 

in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 

now and forever.   

All:  AMEN.  AMEN.  AMEN. 
 

Pastor: Let us join our hearts and voices in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the 

Power and the Glory Forever. AMEN. 
 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup.) 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 

given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your 

Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT! 

ANNOUNCEMENT                   Pastor Kevin Benjamin 
 

St. Paul's UMC extends a warm congratulations to Bro. Mark Holden in his 

new role of lay preacher for St. Paul's UMC! 
 

Church Yard Cleanup - April 9th 9:00AM – 12:00PM!!  We are in urgent need of 

everyone’s help!  Please help us to beautify St. Paul’s as we go forward into the 

Easter Season. On Saturday April 9th, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm we will need all 

hands-on deck to help with the church grounds clean up.  Our usual clean-up crew 

of volunteers has had some medical issues and cannot help currently.  The Trustees 

really need your help!  The cleanup has to happen before we can mow.  Please bring 

rakes, gloves and if anyone can bring their pickup truck, we could really use 

it!  Let’s make St. Paul’s UMC beautiful and enjoyable to see as we go into the 

Easter season.  Thank you for any help and time you can give. 
 

Easter Sunday Choir - If you cannot commit to singing in the choir on a regular 

basis, but would like to sing with them on Easter Sunday, please contact Amy 

Brown at 480-677-0910 or amyrowebrown@gmail.com . Everyone is welcome!  
 

mailto:amyrowebrown@gmail.com


 

 

Reconciling Ministries - Mark Holden will be offering informational meetings to 

educate and explore what, why and how of Reconciling Ministries. Meetings will 

be held the third Thursday of the month, beginning March 17th.  Please join us at 

5:30 via the following link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77700823122?pwd=R1ZMcFV0cGMrNmF1WjJhV

TlSRmVKdz09 
 

Candy Donations needed for Children’s Easter Egg Hunt!  Only prepackaged 

items please and the bin for donations is in the Narthex. 
 

SENDING HYMN (8:30) Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us           Red Hymnal, 381 

                             (11:00) I’ll Fly Away                                      Black Hymnal, 2282 
 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING 

God has called you to bear witness to hope and goodness. Know that you have been 

healed of all that prevents you from serving God. Go forth with God’s love and 

blessing to bring Good News to this hurting world. AMEN. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                 Amy Brown (11:00)                           

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY  

Liturgist: Brian McNelis & Lynda Whitehead 

Audio/Video: Charlii Miller & John Littell 

Communion Officiants: Cathy Blanco, Pastor Kevin Benjamin & Pastor Sam Harrell 

Musicians: Duane Dillard, Minister of Music and Amy Brown, Music Director 

ASL Interpreter: Gail Garner 

    
   Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Bonnie Valeski, Admin. Asst. stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Alice Mullins, Financial/Treasurer  alice.mullins@hotmail.com  (302) 293-9956 

Amy Brown, Music Director              amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Minister of Music duanedillard@gmail.com   (443) 593-2470 

Janice Thompson, Family Life Coord. janicethompson2007@gmail.com (302) 376-0934 
 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS – CHURCH BUILDING  

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday -Thursday, 9AM-2:00PM 

• GriefShare – Tuesdays 10AM -12PM, resuming March 29 
• Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

• Cub Scouts – Tuesdays 6-8 PM 

• TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM. 

• St. Paul’s Choir Prayer Group Ministry – Thursdays 10 AM via ZOOM 

• St. Paul’s Handbell Rehearsal - Wednesdays 6 PM 
• St. Paul’s Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 7:10 PM 
• AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM. 

 

MONTHLY GATHERINGS  

• Finance Meeting – 2nd Monday 6:30 PM 
• Trustees Meeting – 2nd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77700823122?pwd=R1ZMcFV0cGMrNmF1WjJhVTlSRmVKdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77700823122?pwd=R1ZMcFV0cGMrNmF1WjJhVTlSRmVKdz09
mailto:alice.mullins@hotmail.com


 

 

• SPRC Meeting – 2nd Thursday 1:00 PM 

• Leadership Meeting – 3rd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

• PFLAG Meeting – 3rd Thursday 6:30 PM 

• Reconciling Ministries – 3rd Thursday, 5:30 PM, beginning March 17th. 

 

HOLY WEEK EVENTS 

April 15/Good Friday – 7:00 PM, St. Paul’s UMC guest at services of Ebenezer UMC, Delaware City 

April 15/Good Friday – 9:00 AM Walk the Stations of the Cross throughout Odessa 

April 17/Easter Sunday Sunrise Service – 7:00 AM, Jeanne Buckworth’s, 2 Main St, Odessa 

April 17/Easter Sunday – 11:00 AM Worship Service, (no 8:30 AM Worship Service) 

 

Reconciling Ministries Informational Meetings 

For those interested in what, why and how, Mark Holden will lead informational meetings to explore a 

reconciling ministry.  There will be meetings the third Thursday of the month, beginning March 17th for the 

next 6 months. We will have guest speakers who have gone through the process. Please join us at 5:30 via the 

following link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77700823122?pwd=R1ZMcFV0cGMrNmF1WjJhVTlSRmVKdz09 
 

Donations of Baked Goods Needed for Fellowship After Sunday Weekly Worship Services  

Cookies and pastries, whether bought or baked are needed each Sunday after each service when we gather for 

fellowship.  If you can donate, please contact Barbara Lynn Manlove and sign up on the sheet in the Lobby.  

Many thanks. 
 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule for March 2022: 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving 

3/27  Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Delaware (Carolyn Stanley) 
 

Adult Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study will be in-person beginning February 1 and continue via Zoom.  This is a recurring meeting - 

meet anytime. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71978762506?pwd=SxfRaLvjfQnfov0O81VwW_jXghzZq9.1 
 

Meeting ID: 719 7876 2506 

Passcode: 2Zp59D 
 

Men’s Bible Study 

Men's Bible study will meet April 4, 11, 18, and 25 at 9:00 AM in-person in the Church.  Hap Bonham will 

facilitate the continuing study of Hebrews.  Come one and come all.  You will be fed. 
 

Flowers for Worship 

If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are asking you 

to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can be reached at (302) 593-

9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information is added in the bulletin. 
 

Compassionate Card Ministry 

The Compassionate Card Ministry is made up of 20 dedicated members of our congregation who create hand-

made cards and encouraging messages to those in our directory, within our congregation, those on our prayer 

lists and others who are brought to our attention. Our purpose is to spread kindness and love to others through 

uplifting and personalized sentiments on hand-made cards. If you are not in our directory and would like to be 

added to our list, or if you know someone who would benefit from the blessing of a card, please contact Nancee 

Bleistine, nbleistine@yahoo.com or 609-217-1924. 

 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71978762506?pwd=SxfRaLvjfQnfov0O81VwW_jXghzZq9.1


 

 

 

Prayer and Praise Team 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, currently Thursday mornings at 10 AM - in person.   

Please contact Carole if you are interested in joining the group or have a special prayer request. You can also 

find prayer request cards on the table in the Narthex. 
 

Finance 

66 Pledges of $156,998 to date. This represents more than half of our congregation and staff who are pledging 

their support of St. Paul’s with their financial gifts. 
 

      GriefShare Program 

Experiencing heartache due to the death of a loved one?  Sorrow and grief seem to be a part of your every 

waking moment? Having trouble sleeping due to your loss?  Do you simply wish you had someone to share 

your memories with?   If you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions, then we would like to invite you 

to a group that you may find to be just what you need.   
 

Whether your bereavement experience is current or not so recent, encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 

the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend can often be found in sharing with 

others. This group will provide an opportunity to be around others who understand what you are feeling. It will 

provide valuable information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when family and/or friends have already 

returned to their daily life routines, and thus fear what others may think.  You will recognize that it is okay for 

us to deal with death in different ways and at different rates.   
 

Too often people tend to try to swallow their grief instead of allowing it to do the work needed to live in a 

healthy manner.  The GriefShare program focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one 

through a DVD seminar that features nationally respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed 

by a small group discussion about what was viewed. And … confidentiality is very much a part of this biblical 

based, Christ centered, nondenominational program. 
 

Facilitating these sessions will be Mr. Robert Collins (Master’s in Counseling) and Rev. Danese Collins, 

(Master of Divinity and Master’s in Education).  Both facilitators completed additional course work in 

Counseling the Bereaved and Grieving at Lancaster Theological Seminary (United Church of Christ).  Danese 

also completed coursework in Clinical Pastoral Care and Education, which included 400 hours as a hospital 

chaplain, and has served as a volunteer chaplain with Hospice of Delaware. 
 

To register, go online to Griefshare.org or call Danese (302-745-6336) or Bob (302-670-6863).  Registration is 

important so that your materials can be available for you at the beginning of the first session (March 29).    The 

cost of material is $5.00 can be paid when you receive your materials.  Since each session is self-contained 

(addressing a different area of grieving), you are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group with any 

session. Regardless of when you begin, we believe you will find encouragement and strength.  And --- just like 

at the movies, you may continue into the next session until you have completed the 13-week cycle. 
 

GriefShare will meet weekly in Fellowship Hall at St. Paul’s Church on Main Street in Odessa beginning 

Tuesday, March 29 and running through June 28 from 10:00 am to 12 pm. 
 

VANCO: Manage Your Giving Online 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online 

giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org and click on the VANCO Online Giving button to 

the left of the screen. 

3) Click on the Link to Online Giving thru VANCO button, then 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/


 

 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your RECURRING 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Family Life Upcoming Events 

Candy Donations needed for Children’s Easter Egg Hunt!  Please contribute only pre-packaged items, 

for safety, and leave in the bin marked in the Church’s Narthex, below the bulletin Board. 

Clean-up Day/Youth Mission; Saturday, April 16th, at the Buckworth’s, 9:00 – 11:30 AM, RSVP to Charlotte 

Miller @302-383-7434 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt; Saturday, April 16th, Church grounds, 12:00 PM YOUTH HELP NEEDED 

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser; Saturday, April 23rd at Applebee’s, Middletown, 8:00 – 10:00 AM 

Check for posters in the Church Front Lobby Bulletin Board. 
 

Virtual Children’s Sunday School  

Sunday School is held at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom. If your child would like to participate, please fill 

out the registration form found on the church website and email it to 

Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com.  Materials for the upcoming lesson will be delivered to your home on 

Thursday or Friday each week, so we need to plan ahead in order for us to make a delivery for your child.  If 

you have any questions, please reach out to Tracy via the email above or call or text her at 302-561-4211. 
 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund may support 

a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help endure and survive a 

challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the 

memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  
 

Deep Roots 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis continue to work with the “Deep Roots” mission. This group works with families 

who are disconnected through homelessness and provides transitional shelter and other services to families in 

need. They need your help as they continue to contact members of the church to help with making meals once a 

month feeding approximately 50+ individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important 

and necessary mission. Thanks so much! 
 

Our Daily Bread Food Donations 

214 N Broad St, Middletown, DE 19709  

Volunteers Needed – day and evening hours and different areas of need, filling bags, handing out meals, 

etc.  Please consider a few hours of your time to help those much less fortunate.  Contact Sue Holden, 

Missions Co-Chair, at 802-324-6167, susieq2951@aol.com., with any questions.  Also, find information 

and volunteer sign-up forms on the website, https://www.ourdailybreadmot.com. 

ODB is most thankful to all who donate either monetarily or in kind. Your generosity helps ODB feed those in 

our community who are facing food insecurity. Listed below are the items needed to stuff our side bags for this 

week and other items that are needed. Donations can be dropped off on Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Individual bottles of water 

• Individual bags of salty snacks 

• Individual packets of sweet snacks 

• Individual fruit cups and/or applesauce 

• Fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• Boxes of breakfast cereal 

• Boxes of mashed potatoes 

• White bread 

• Baked beans (large cans) 

Thank you for any and all kindnesses! 
 

mailto:Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com
mailto:susieq2951@aol.com


 

 

Neighborhood House 

We have a food pantry to which you donate food.  Here a few items on which we are low in the food/toiletry’s 

pantry:  

• Water 

• Spaghetti 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Deodorant 

• Toothbrushes/toothpaste 

• Paper towels 

• Tissues 

Donations can be left inside the Church. We look forward to another great year working together to feed the 

hungry. Thanks to all, Marilyn Hendershot, Family Services Specialist, Neighborhood House, Inc. 
 

PFLAG Meeting    

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursday of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join us if you would 

like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our communities. We are 

currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected by their parents, find families who 

will help them. Please contact Mark Holden, (Mark@maholden.com) or call 802-279-8100. 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the church 

office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. Please email the office 

when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call or email the 

church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Lynda Lambert; Steve Johnson; Noel Lukens; Lois Anne; Kimberly Ogden; Mary Beth; Matthew 

Smith; Naomi Betts; Dave Corby; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Bill Smith; Beth; Matt & 

Louise Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Kathy Golden; Ike Guessford; Jessica Schrum and Family; Alice 

Mullins; Dick Leuliette; Joyce, aunt to Angela Christian 

Anniversaries: March 23 – Alice & Ray Mullins; Christopher & Michael Whitehead. 

Birthdays: March 20 -Amy Chas; March 21 – Lauren Haberstroh, Julie Packard; March 22 – Amanda Chas, 

Elaine Guy; March 24- Jackie Johnson, Michael Johnson; March 25 – Beth Hickey 
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Rick Pulling/SPRC Announcement of New Pastor - March 2022 
 

I am pleased to announce that Bishop LaTrelle Easterling has assigned Reverend 

Linda Driver Ray, to guide us forward on the path at hand.  She is assigned to St. 

Paul’s UMC effective July 1st.  
 

Pastor Linda comes to us from the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist 

Church where she has been since 2002, and most recently Pastor at Chamberlayne 

Heights UMC, Richmond, Virginia, (chamberlayneheightsumc.com).  Pastor Linda’s 

desire is, “…. to continue to serve the church as an ordained minister, making use of 

{my} gifts of mentoring, administration, pastoral leadership, and teaching.” 
 

Pastor Linda obtained her undergraduate degree at Rhodes College and her Master of 

Divinity at Memphis Theological Seminary, both located in Memphis, TN. She has 

done additional course work at University of Arkansas-Little Rock and Scarritt 

College in Nashville, TN. She brings with her 30 years of progressively responsible 

experience in religion, music, education, and community service. She has served in a 

variety of churches with membership ranging from 15 to 1500 as a station pastor, 

associate pastor, staff specialist, teacher, and administrator.  Pastor Linda will be 

looking for a home in the Dover area to be closer to her daughter who resides in 

Ocean Pines, MD.  

St. Paul’s UMC is blessed with this appointment and SPRC is pleased with the 

Bishop’s decision to assign Pastor Linda to us!   


