
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent 

Theme: Temptation 
March 6, 2022 - 8:30 AM Service with ASL Interpretation,  

11 AM Traditional Service and Virtual Worship  

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 

PRELUDE                                     Duane Dillard (8:30)  

                    Amy Brown (11:00)  

                                 Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE   (8:30)                                                                  Adreinne Dillard  
                                                 (11:00)                                                 Melissa Brooks  
 

    Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. The English word “Lent” comes from the 

Anglo–Saxon word lencten, which means “lengthen” and refers to the lengthening 

days of "spring”. The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent 

began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then became 

a time for penance by all Christians. The First Sunday describes Jesus' temptation by 

Satan; and the Sixth Sunday, Passion/Palm Sunday, Christ's triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and death. The readings during Lent, until 

Passion/Palm Sunday, focus primarily on the meaning of baptism and discipleship, 

in continuity with the season’s original purpose. Because Sundays are always little 

Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of 

the Resurrection. Holy Week is the final week of Lent, beginning with Passion/Palm 

Sunday and concluding with Holy Saturday. It is during these days that the readings 

focus primarily on the last days and suffering and death of Jesus. On this morning, I 

encourage everyone to write something that you can either give up or give to someone 

during this season of Lent. Maybe you can give up sugary sweets and social media 



 

 

time. Maybe you can give patience and encouragement. These papers will be 

collected by the ushers, during the next song, and placed in a box under the cross for 

the whole season of Lent.  
 

PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING FOR THE UKRAINE 

 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

Liturgist: When Jesus was in the wilderness, He was tempted to save Himself. 

Congregation: We often look for the good things for ourselves first, before the 

well-being of others. 

Liturgist: Jesus was offered salvation if He turned stones to bread; if He accepted 

wealth and power; if He tested God’s commitment to Him. 

Congregation: In all these things, Jesus remained strong in His commitment to 

God. 

Leader: May our commitment be as strong. 

Congregation: May our lives be placed in God’s caring hands throughout our 

journey. AMEN.  

  

 



 

 

*OPENING HYMN    

I Sing Praises to Your Name  (8:30)                                            Black Hymnal, 2037 

The God of Abraham Praise (11:00)                                                Red Hymnal, 116 
 

OPENING PRAYER  

Lord, the temptations of the world loom large before us. We are enticed, cajoled, and 

“sweet-talked” into moving from lives of service to lives of self-centeredness. We 

need your healing love. As you resisted the temptations in the wilderness, help us to 

place our trust in you, that we may be strong in our faith and confident in our service 

to you through serving others. AMEN. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME (8:30)   Lord, I Want to Be a Christian         Red Hymnal, 401 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; Lord, I want to be a 

Christian in my heart. In my heart, in my heart, Lord, I want to be a Christian 

in my heart. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00)  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying   

  Black Hymnal, 2193 

Lord, listen to you children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us 

grace.  
 

Janice Thompson (8:30 & 11:00-virtually) shares a blessing with our children!  
 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH VIDEO                                            Ryan Vitsorek 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (11:00) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. AMEN.   
 

Gloria Patri (11:00) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN.  
 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION   My Faith Looks Up to Thee     Red Hymnal, 452  
 



 

 

OLD TESTAMENT   Psalm 91:1-2 and Psalm 91:9-16  

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 

Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust.” 9 If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” and you make the Most 

High your dwelling, 10 no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your 

tent. 11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 

ways; 12 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 

against a stone. 13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the 

great lion and the serpent. 14 “Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue 

him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 15 He will call on me, and I 

will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 16 

With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”  
 

EPISTLE   Romans 10:8-13   

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with 

your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 

justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As 

Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For 

there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and 

richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” 
 

*THE GOSPEL   Luke 4:1-13     Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wil-

derness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, “If you 

are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: 

‘Man shall not live on bread alone’”. 5 The devil led him up to a high place and 

showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will 

give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to 

anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered, “It is 

written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 9 The devil led him to 

Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son 

of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: “‘He will 

command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you up 

in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 12 Jesus 



 

 

answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13 When the devil 

had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  
 

One: May this story inspire us all. 

All: To walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Glory to God in the highest! Sing glory to God! Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth! 
 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION    

Take Time to be Holy  (8:30)                                                            Red Hymnal, 395 

Into My Heart  (11:00)                                                                 Black Hymnal, 2160 
 

THE MESSAGE     Temptation             Reverend Kevin Benjamin   
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE                    Reverend Kevin Benjamin & Congregation 

O God, you have spoken to us today through this word of faith. Embolden our 

spirits by your Spirit, that your words may be made manifest in all that we say 

and in all that we do to bring your kingdom on earth. In the name of Christ, we 

pray. AMEN. 
 

HYMN OF INVITATION  Father, We Have Heard Your Calling  vs.2 

         Green Hymnal, 3150  

WE GIVE THANKS 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   

We bring these gifts to you, O God, in recognition and gratitude for your loving 

provision. We offer you our very lives and bow before you in tribute to your many 

blessings. Take us and use us, that your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

This we pray in the name of the One who came in holy love, that we might have 

abundant life. AMEN. 
 

THE OFFERTORY 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving   

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports UDance – B+ Foundation 

Childhood Cancer (Lulu Calbazana) 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  (8:30)   Instrumental Duane Dillard 

                                     (11:00) Morning Has Broken  Amy Brown & Chancel Choir   
 

 

 



 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. AMEN. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER                        Reverend Kevin Benjamin                  

Flooding our emails, screaming to us from television screens, crowding up our 

mailboxes, the offers for millions of dollars, the dream of great wealth, ravage our 

lives. Life isn’t easy. We do have struggles. We have come through the season 

devoted to commercialization of giving, to a time in which we are called to put aside 

the desire for wealth, status, power and enter into a journey of faith. This call is not 

an easy one to follow. It is much easier to succumb to the temptations of the culture 

of greed. Obsolescence is built into our systems - just as a new one is developed it 

becomes yesterday’s news. But God’s love and power are never obsolete. God’s 

presence is with us always, lifting, healing, restoring, encouraging us to move 

forward on the journey of service and compassion. We bring to our prayers today 

needs of others and situations which are difficult and sorrowful. We implore God to 

respond with compassion and care for these, our loved ones. Help us, O God, to 

remember that you are in the midst of these times, giving hope and love. Enable us 

to feel the power of this love in our own lives. Empower us to share this love with 

others, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                         Reverend Kevin Benjamin                  

In a world which values gambling, risking, taking dares, Lord, we come to this time 

of temptation. We confess that we are often enticed to take the risk for the rewards, 

often financial, offered if you win. Just “a dollar and a dream” and we hear the glory 

stories of people receiving great monetary wealth; later, we discover how many lives 

have been destroyed by this grand prize. Forgive us when we hunger for the wealth 

and power the world dangles before us. Move us from greed to gratitude for your 

blessings. Heal our wounded spirits and lives, so that we may fully serve you. Prepare 

us for this journey of discipleship and healing. In Jesus’ name, we pray. AMEN. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                    Reverend Kevin Benjamin 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup together at the end of the 

liturgy.) 

Come to the Lord’s Table. All you who love him. Come to the Lord’s Table, confess 

your sin.  Come to the Lord’s Table, be at peace. 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 



 

 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Lay Leader:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 

image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love 

failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant 

to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your 

people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor:  Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 

to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering 

of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that 

the time had come when you would save your people.  
 

Lay Leader: He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism 

of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us 

from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the 

Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power 

of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor (lifting and breaking the bread): On the night in which he gave himself up for 

us he took bread, gave God thanks, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Lay Leader (lifting the cup): When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks 

to God, gave it to his disciples, and said “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood 

of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

Leadership together: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in 

union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

ALL:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again! 
 



 

 

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 

world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with 

Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 

in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 

now and forever.   

All:  AMEN.  AMEN.  AMEN. 
 

Pastor: Let us join our hearts and voices in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the 

Power and the Glory Forever. AMEN. 
 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup.) 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 

given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your 

Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                            Pastor Kevin Benjamin 

A big shout out to Phyllis Burris for her tireless efforts in buying and sending cards 

for special occasions to our Church members for many years now.  Phyllis is another 

one of our ‘behind the scenes’ people who keeps St. Paul’s UMC full of giving and 

caring. Many thanks to Phyllis.  
   

SENDING HYMN  (8:30)     This Little Light of Mine                   Red Hymnal, 585 

                               (11:00)     It is Well with My Soul                     Red Hymnal, 377 

 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING    

The journey has begun. God is with you. Go forth to learn, to teach, to serve. Go 

bringing peace and hope to all in the name of Jesus Christ. AMEN. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                 Amy Brown (11:00) 

            

 

                                   



 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY  

Liturgist: Ann Newswanger, Jeanne Buckworth  

Audio/Video: Charlii Miller & John Littell 

Communion Servants: Patti Harmer & Charlotte Miller 

Musicians: Duane Dillard, Minister of Music and Amy Brown, Music Director 

ASL Interpreter: Gail Garner 

Altar flowers today are in honor of Cathy Blanco's mother, Barbara Spence, celebrating her 90th 

birthday on March 9th. 

    
   Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Bonnie Valeski, Admin. Asst. stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Alice Mullins, Financial/Treasurer  alice.mullins@hotmail.com  (302) 293-9956 

Amy Brown, Music Director              amyrowebrown@gmail.com   (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Minister of Music duanedillard@gmail.com   (443) 593-2470 

Janice Thompson, Family Life Coord. janicethompson2007@gmail.com (302) 376-0934 
 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS – CHURCH BUILDING  

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday -Thursday, 9AM-2:00PM 

• GriefShare – Tuesdays 10AM -12PM, resuming March 29 
• Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

• Cub Scouts – Tuesdays 6-8 PM 

• TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM., in-person resuming March 9th 

• St. Paul’s Choir Prayer Group Ministry – Thursdays 10 AM via ZOOM 

• St. Paul’s Handbell Rehearsal - Wednesdays 6 PM 
• St. Paul’s Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 7:10 PM 
• AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM. 

 

MONTHLY GATHERINGS – Virtual Meetings through February 

• Finance Meeting – 2nd Monday 6:30 PM 

• Trustees Meeting – 2nd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

• SPRC Meeting – 2nd Thursday 1:00 PM 

• Leadership Meeting – 3rd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

• PFLAG Meeting – 3rd Thursday 6:30 PM 
 

Donations of Baked Goods Needed for Fellowship After Sunday Weekly Worship Services  

Cookies and pastries, whether bought or baked are needed each Sunday after each service when we gather for 

fellowship.  If you can donate, please contact Barbara Lynn Manlove and sign up on the sheet in the Lobby.  

Many thanks. 
 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule for March 2022: 

3/13  Habitat for Humanity (Dawn Buckworth) 

3/20  UMCOR One Great Hour of Sharing 

3/27  Leukemia & Lymphoma Society of Delaware (Carolyn Stanley) 
 

Adult Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study will be in-person beginning February 1, and continue via Zoom, Meeting ID: 738 4833 1487, 

Passcode: 8tA62f, every Sunday at 9:45 a.m. through 10:30 a.m. 
 

Flowers for Worship 

If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are asking you 

to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can be reached at (302) 593-

9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information is added in the bulletin. 

mailto:alice.mullins@hotmail.com


 

 

 

Compassionate Card Ministry 

The Compassionate Card Ministry is made up of 20 dedicated members of our congregation who create hand-

made cards and encouraging messages to those in our directory, within our congregation, those on our prayer 

lists and others who are brought to our attention. Our purpose is to spread kindness and love to others through 

uplifting and personalized sentiments on hand-made cards. If you are not in our directory and would like to be 

added to our list, or if you know someone who would benefit from the blessing of a card, please contact Nancee 

Bleistine, nbleistine@yahoo.com or 609-217-1924. 
 

Prayer Group Ministry 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, currently Thursday mornings at 10 AM - in person.   

Please contact Carole if you are interested in joining the group or have a special prayer request. You can also 

find prayer request cards on the table in the Narthex. 
 

Finance 

66 Pledges of $156,998 to date. This represents more than half of our congregation and staff who are pledging 

their support of St. Paul’s with their financial gifts. 
 

      GriefShare Program 

Experiencing heartache due to the death of a loved one?  Sorrow and grief seem to be a part of your every 

waking moment?  Having trouble sleeping due to your loss?  Do you simply wish you had someone to share 

your memories with?   If you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions, then we would like to invite you 

to a group that you may find to be just what you need.   
 

Whether your bereavement experience is current or not so recent, encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 

the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend can often be found in sharing with 

others. This group will provide an opportunity to be around others who understand what you are feeling. It will 

provide valuable information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when family and/or friends have already 

returned to their daily life routines, and thus fear what others may think.  You will recognize that it is okay for 

us to deal with death in different ways and at different rates.   
 

Too often people tend to try to swallow their grief instead of allowing it to do the work needed to live in a 

healthy manner.  The GriefShare program focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one 

through a DVD seminar that features nationally respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed 

by a small group discussion about what was viewed. And … confidentiality is very much a part of this biblical 

based, Christ centered, nondenominational program. 
 

Facilitating these sessions will be Mr. Robert Collins (Master’s in Counseling) and Rev. Danese Collins, 

(Master of Divinity and Master’s in Education).  Both facilitators completed additional course work in 

Counseling the Bereaved and Grieving at Lancaster Theological Seminary (United Church of Christ).  Danese 

also completed coursework in Clinical Pastoral Care and Education, which included 400 hours as a hospital 

chaplain, and has served as a volunteer chaplain with Hospice of Delaware. 
 

To register, go online to Griefshare.org or call Danese (302-745-6336) or Bob (302-670-6863).  Registration is 

important so that your materials can be available for you at the beginning of the first session (March 29).    The 

cost of material is $5.00 can be paid when you receive your materials.  Since each session is self-contained 

(addressing a different area of grieving), you are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group with any 

session. Regardless of when you begin, we believe you will find encouragement and strength.  And --- just like 

at the movies, you may continue into the next session until you have completed the 13-week cycle. 
 

GriefShare will meet weekly in Fellowship Hall at St. Paul’s Church on Main Street in Odessa beginning 

Tuesday, March 29 and running through June 28 from 10:00 am to 12 pm. 



 

 

 

VANCO: Manage Your Giving Online 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online 

giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org and click on the VANCO Online Giving button to 

the left of the screen. 

3) Click on the Link to Online Giving thru VANCO button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your RECURRING 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Family Life Upcoming Events 

Clean-up Day/Youth Mission; Saturday, April 9th, at the Buckworth’s 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt; Saturday, April 16th, Church grounds 

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser; Saturday, April 23rd at Applebee’s, Middletown 

Details forthcoming on these events. 

 

Presenters Needed for Children’s Time 

Come Join the Children’s Time Team!!! 

Presenters are still needed for:  

*1st Sunday - every other month 

*4th Sunday - every month 

To Join our Team, contact janicethompson2007@gmail.com  
 

Virtual Children’s Sunday School  

Sunday School is held at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom. If your child would like to participate, please fill 

out the registration form found on the church website and email it to 

Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com.  Materials for the upcoming lesson will be delivered to your home on 

Thursday or Friday each week, so we need to plan ahead in order for us to make a delivery for your child.  If 

you have any questions, please reach out to Tracy via the email above or call or text her at 302-561-4211. 
 

2022 Virtual WAVE Youth Rally 

St. Paul’s Youth – Did You Miss Out? 

2022 Virtual WAVE Youth Rally – NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE at www.wave.oc.org 
 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund may support 

a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help endure and survive a 

challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the 

memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  

  

Deep Roots 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis continue to work with the “Deep Roots” mission. This group works with families 

who are disconnected through homelessness and provides transitional shelter and other services to families in 

need. They need your help as they continue to contact members of the church to help with making meals once a 

month feeding approximately 50+ individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important 

and necessary mission. Thanks so much! 
 

Our Daily Bread Food Donations 

214 N Broad St, Middletown, DE 19709  

Volunteers Needed – day and evening hours and different areas of need, filling bags, handing out meals, 

etc.  Please consider a few hours of your time to help those much less fortunate.  Contact Sue Holden, 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/
mailto:janicethompson2007@gmail.com
mailto:Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com
http://www.wave.oc.org/


 

 

Missions Co-Chair, at 802-324-6167, susieq2951@aol.com., with any questions.  Also, find information 

and volunteer sign-up forms on the website, https://www.ourdailybreadmot.com. 

ODB is most thankful to all who donate either monetarily or in kind. Your generosity helps ODB feed those in 

our community who are facing food insecurity. Listed below are the items needed to stuff our side bags for this 

week and other items that are needed. Donations can be dropped off on Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Individual bottles of water 

• Individual bags of salty snacks 

• Individual packets of sweet snacks 

• Individual fruit cups and/or applesauce 

• Fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• Boxes of breakfast cereal 

• Boxes of mashed potatoes 

• White bread 

• Baked beans (large cans) 

Thank you for any and all kindnesses! 
 

Neighborhood House 

We have a food pantry to which you donate food.  Here a few items on which we are low in the food/toiletry’s 

pantry:  

• Water 

• Spaghetti 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Deodorant 

• Toothbrushes/toothpaste 

• Paper towels 

• Tissues 

Donations can be left inside the Church. We look forward to another great year working together to feed the 

hungry. Thanks to all, Marilyn Hendershot, Family Services Specialist, Neighborhood House, Inc. 
 

PFLAG Meeting    

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursday of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join us if you would 

like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our communities. We are 

currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected by their parents, find families who 

will help them. Please contact Mark Holden, (Mark@maholden.com) or call 802-279-8100. 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the church 

office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. Please email the office 

when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call or email the 

church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Lynda Lambert; Steve Johnson; Noel Lukens; Lois Anne; Kimberly Ogden; Mary Beth; Matthew 

Smith; Naomi Betts; Dave Corby; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Bill Smith; Beth; Matt & 

Louise Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Kathy Golden; Ike Guessford; Jessica Schrum and Family; Alice 

Mullins; Dick Leuliette; Kenneth, father of Angela Christian and Joyce, aunt to Angela Christian. The St. 

Paul's family expresses their deepest sympathy to Angela Christian in the recent loss of her father, 

Kenneth Jani. The funeral service will take place in India on Thursday, March 3, 2022. All cards and 

condolences can be sent to 20 Olde Dutch Dr., Townsend DE 19734.  

Anniversaries: March 10 - Helen & Dennis Downes 

Birthdays: March 6 – Ronnie Miller, Ann Newswanger; March 9 – Jessica Benjamin, Keith Martin; March 10 

– Laura Widger; March 12 - Alicia Collins, Heather Sutton. 
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On March 19, 2022, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM, a Safe Sanctuary Training will be offered at St. Paul’s UMC 

(Odessa, DE) by the Penn-Del Conference.  James Kells, Safe Sanctuaries Conference Representative, who is 

an expert in Safe Sanctuary Policy, and Alice Johnson Ervin, Conference Care Team Chairperson, will be the 

presenters. They both come highly recommended by Bishop La’trelle Easterling's Office. Safe Sanctuaries is an 

overt expression in making congregations safe places where children, youth, and adults may experience the 

abiding love of God and fellowship within the community of faith. All congregants are encouraged to attend. 

This training is mandatory for all church leaders and members of the newly formed Safe-Team. Refreshments 

will be provided.  For more information, contact Church Administrative Assistant Bonnie Valeski, Tuesday-

Thursday (9:00 AM-2:00 PM). Pre-Registration is encouraged. A registration form is below. Please email back, 

mail in, or drop off to office.   

  

Thank you    

Pastor Kevin 

   
Safe Sanctuaries Workshop (Conference sponsored)  

Saturday, March 19, 2022  

10:00 AM-12:00 PM 

St. Paul’s UMC (Odessa, DE)  

------------------------------------------------------ 
Application 

Name _______________________________________  
                        last                             first  
Address _____________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number _______________________________ 
 
Email _______________________________________ 
 

Church Affiliation_____________________________ 

Official Leadership role (if any) __________________ 


