
 

 
 

 

ST. PAUL’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ODESSA 
REACHING UP, REACHING IN, REACHING OUT 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter and Mother’s Day 

Theme: The Lord is My Shepherd  
May 8, 2022 8:30 AM Service with ASL Interpretation 

11 AM Traditional Service and Virtual Worship  

406 Main Street Odessa, DE  19730  302-378-2420 

www.stpaulsodessa.org 

* Indicates please stand in body or in spirit 

WE ENTER GOD’S GATES WITH PRAISE 

WELCOME WITH MUSIC AND IMAGES 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                                     Duane Dillard (8:30) 

                                                                                                      Amy Brown (11:00) 

                                 Mark Holden, Photographer & Curator 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR    A Joyful Ring 
 

LIGHTING OF MOTHER’S DAY CANDLE 

                                                                                                 Adrienne Dillard (8:30) 



                                                                                                 Melissa Brooks (11:00)                  

This morning we light a candle and pray for our mothers who are in our hearts, in 

our presence, some here in this sanctuary, others who are in different places, some 

who are no longer with us, but in our prayers.  Our mothers will forever remain a 

part of us in the sparkle of our eyes, our smiles, our gestures, and quirks. Whether 

we like it or not, there are times we feel our mothers’ hands resting on our shoul-

ders, and we hear their whispers of advice and insight. We give thanks for their wis-

dom and their voice.  

O God who mothers us, we hope for a world of unconditional love, and we look to 

the spiritual guidance of mothers to curb the hurts in the world, physical and emo-

tional, to turn the tide in places where violence and anger have overtaken rationality 

and kindness. We know that the world is a better place with mothers holding their 

children’s hands and their neighbors’ hands, doing their best to prepare and protect 

throughout the world. Every day, but especially on this Mother’s Day, we give thanks 

to our mothers, and we give additional thanks to all those who stepped into the role 

of ‘mother’, to help love, nurture and guide children who are without mothers in their 

lives. 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE                                                Adrienne Dillard (8:30) 

                                                                                                 Melissa Brooks (11:00)   

After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia department store owner, John 

Wanamaker, in May 1908, Anna Jarvis organized the first official Mother’s Day. A 

celebration was held at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Vir-

ginia. That same day also saw thousands of people attend a Mother’s Day event at 

one of Wanamaker’s retail stores in Philadelphia.  

Following the success of her first Mother’s Day, Jarvis—who remained unmarried 

and childless her whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the national calen-

dar. Arguing that American holidays were biased toward male achievements, she 

started a massive letter writing campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians 

urging the adoption of a special day honoring motherhood. By 1912 many states, 

towns and churches had adopted Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and Ms. Jarvis 

had established the Mother’s Day International Association to help promote her 

cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson signed a 

measure officially establishing the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. Anna 

had originally conceived of Mother’s Day as a day of personal celebration between 

mothers and families. Her version of the day involved wearing a white carnation as a 

badge and visiting one’s mother or attending church services.  

Once Mother’s Day became a national holiday, it was not long before florists, card 

companies and other merchants capitalized on its popularity. In the United States, 



Mother’s Day continues to be celebrated by presenting mothers and anyone taking 

on a motherly role, (dad’s, grandparents, aunts, uncles, friends, etc.) with gifts and 

flowers, and it has become one of the biggest holidays for consumer spending.  Sta-

tistics say that $20.7 billion will be spent to honor moms on this special day.   
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               Carlotta Cline (8:30) 

                                                                                            Jeanne Buckworth (11:00) 

 Liturgist: Everyone here is either a son or a daughter. 

 Congregation: Thank God for my mother!  

 Liturgist: For those women who have joined God in Heaven and whom we miss    

 dearly here on earth. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the mothers of the past! 

 Liturgist: For every woman who is working day and night to raise her children    

 right now. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the mothers of today!  

 Liturgist: For all the women who are expecting but aren't quite mothers yet. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the soon-to-be-mothers! 

 Liturgist: For the women who took in others' children through adoption and      

 foster care. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the mothers with hearts so big! 

 Liturgist: For those women who have lost a child to death and must carry on. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the mothers who are so strong!  

 Liturgist: For all the women who have desperately wanted to have children of   

 their own but chose instead to mother everyone else. 

 Congregation: Thank God for the mothers in spirit!  

 All: We thank you, Lord, for the women who have influenced our lives in   

 so many ways. We pray that we will honor them in everything we do. AMEN.     
 

*OPENING HYMN    

Lamb of God                                                                      Black Hymnal 2113 (8:30) 

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, vs.1-4                              Red Hymnal 381 (11:00) 
 

OPENING PRAYER   

With joy we come this day to the house of the Lord. God provides for us abundantly 

even when we doubt and fear, even when we turn away. God is faithful. God has 

blessed each of us with that special mother figure who provided unconditional love 

and support.  Open our hearts today, O Lord, to hear your word for us that we may 

become faithful disciples and children of our Lord all our days. AMEN. 
 

FAMILY LIFE COORDINATOR ANNOUNCEMENTS    Janice Thompson (11:00) 
 



CHILDREN’S TIME  Jesus Loves Me                                   Red Hymnal 191 (8:30) 

Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the bible tells me so.  Little ones to him belong; 

they are weak, but he is strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, 

Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  My Hope Is Built                              Red Hymnal 368 (11:00) 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  I dare 

not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  On Christ the 

solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking 

sand. 
 

Courtney Martin (8:30 and 11:00 virtually and in-person) shares a blessing with our 

children!  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (11:00) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Universal church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. AMEN.   
 

Gloria Patri  (11:00) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. AMEN.  
 

PRAYER FOR INSPIRATION   Spirit Song                                   Red Hymnal 347 
 

PSALM 23  
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 

my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 



6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell 

in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

One:  May this story inspire us all. 

ALL:  To walk in the way that leads to life. 
    

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  

 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want                                Red Hymnal 136 (8:30) 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                         Red Hymnal 138 (11:00)                           
 

THE MESSAGE                       Pastor Kevin Benjamin  
  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                     

Good Shepherd, we are the sheep of your pasture, you know us by name. We 

offer grateful thanks for your loving and motherly care. Open our hearts and 

minds to the guiding of your Spirit in our lives. Lead us in right paths, that we 

may serve you in truth and action. AMEN. 
 

HYMN OF INVITATION    Surely the Presence of the Lord         Red Hymnal, 328 
        

    WE GIVE THANKS 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                     Pastor Kevin Benjamin 

The Shepherd cares for us, providing all that we need in abundance. The Shepherd 

calls us to love one another in truth and action. May our gifts reflect our trust in the 

Shepherd’s care. May our offerings show our willingness to love one another.  

AMEN. 

THE OFFERTORY 

Today’s Yellow Hat mission offering supports Congo Partnership (Annual Conf) 

Jonathan & Donna Baker Missionaries. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN     

Instrumental                   Duane Dillard (8:30) 

Hymn of Promise                                                                       Chancel Choir (11:00) 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, 

whose power uplifts!  Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! AMEN. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER                                                       Pastor Kevin Benjamin 

Help us to move beyond the “sampler” prayer so often found printed on pillows, on 



wall hangings: "The Lord is my Shepherd." Help us to understand what those words 

truly mean, O Lord. We can count on you. You are the one who holds our lives, 

guides our steps, comforts and sustains us. You want for us the lush greenness of 

verdant pastures and the alluring draw of still waters; yet you know that our lives 

will not be smooth; there will be rough times. We can count on you, Lord. We can 

place our trust in you. Help us to feel the power of the Psalmist’s words: "Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 

are with me.” Nothing can trouble, nothing can threaten. You are with us. As we 

reach out in love and service to others, remind us that the work we do in your name, 

with love and compassion, is an echo of your tender mercy and loving care. 

Strengthen us and give us enthusiasm to follow the Shepherd all the days of our 

lives.  Lastly, on this day when we acknowledge the importance of motherhood 

among us, we first give thanks that you are a loving parent to us all. From your 

being all life was born, and in your bosom all creation is nurtured. You have formed 

us in your image as your children and gathered us together as a brood under your 

wing. You have united us as kindred members of one human family, and we are 

grateful to be your offspring together. We celebrate your divine love, reflected in 

human expressions of motherhood. AMEN. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                

Anger, hatred, anguish blare at us from the newspapers, media. The shouts of 

hurt and pain harden our hearts, merciful God. We cannot bear the hurts, so 

we turn away. We hide and want the hurt to disappear. When we hear the words 

of the Psalmist singing about the green pastures, still waters, our souls long for 

this place of peace. We think that it can be found outside ourselves, yet this is a 

reminder of the peace and hope that your love offers us from within. We know 

that we will have struggles and hard times, but help us, Lord, to place our lives 

in your care, to trust in your comfort and guidance. Forgive our stubborn 

resistance to your compassionate love. Forgive us on this Mother’s Day for not 

properly supporting mothers in the way that we should. Heal us again and place 

us on the right path. For we ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                         Pastor Kevin Benjamin        

                                                                                                                                Officiant – Carlotta Cline (8:30)  

                                                                                                                                       Officiant – Janet Miller (11:00) 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup together at the end of the  

liturgy.) 

God prepares the table for us, offering us a feast of abundant love. Our cups overflow 

with the bounty of grace, for our Shepherd knows us as no one else can — restoring 



our souls, healing our brokenness, nourishing us with bread and cup for the life of 

ministry. Come to the table and feast with the Shepherd. 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

ALL: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Officiant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 

image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love 

failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant 

to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your 

people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor:  Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 

to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering 

of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that 

the time had come when you would save your people.  
 

Officiant: He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of 

his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us 

from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the  
 

Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power 

of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

Pastor (lifting and breaking the bread): On the night in which he gave himself up for 

us he took bread, gave God thanks, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Officiant (lifting the cup): When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks 

to God, gave it to his disciples, and said “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood   

 



of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Leadership together: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice in 

union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

ALL:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again! 
 

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the 

world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with 

Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 

in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 

now and forever.   

All:  AMEN.  AMEN.  AMEN. 
 

Pastor: Let us join our hearts and voices in the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom, the 

Power and the Glory Forever. AMEN. 
 

(The congregation will partake of the bread and cup.) 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 

given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your 

Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

WE GO IN THE SPIRIT!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER TO REVEREND SAM HARRELL as he attends pastor’s 

licensing school next week. 
 

GRADUATION SUNDAY will be held on Sunday June 19, 2022. Please submit 

names of all graduates connected via email to, bonnie@stpaulsodessa.org, in the St. 

Paul’s UMC Church Office so we can acknowledge their great accomplishments. 

mailto:bonnie@stpaulsodessa.org


SUMMER MUSIC  Please contact Amy Brown at 480-677-0910 or 

amyrowebrown@gmail.com if you would like to provide special music this summer 

at the 11:00 AM service. 
 

FAMILY LIFE COORDINATOR ANNOUNCEMENTS    Janice Thompson (8:30) 
 

SPECIAL MOTHER” S DAY TRIBUTE 
 

SENDING HYMN    Special Mother’s Day Hymn, Faith of Our Mothers                   

(Sing to the tune of Faith of our Fathers)                                    Duane Dillard (8:30) 

                                                                                                      Amy Brown (11:00) 
 

Vs.1 Faith of our mothers, living still, in cradle song and bedtime prayer; in nursery 

lore and fireside love, thy presence still pervades the air. Faith of our mothers, 

living faith! We will be true to thee till death.  

Vs.2 Faith of our mothers, loving faith, fount of our childhood's trust and grace, oh, 

may thy consecration prove, source of a finer, nobler race. Faith of our mothers, 

loving faith! We will be true to thee till death. 

Vs.3 Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, for youthful longing, youthful doubt, how 

blurred our vision, blind our way, thy providential care without. Faith of our 

mothers, guiding faith!  We will be true to thee till death. 

Vs.4 Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, in truth beyond our stumbling creeds, 

still serve the home and save the Church, and breathe thy spirit through our deeds. 

Faith of our mothers, Christian faith!  We will be true to thee till death. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord is our shepherd; we want for nothing. We hunger and thirst no more.  

The Lord gives rest and comfort to our souls. God keeps us in perfect peace.  

The Lord sustains us in the midst of trouble. Our lives overflow with God’s love and 

grace. Goodness and mercy will surely follow us always. And we will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever! AMEN! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                              Amy Brown  

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY  

Liturgist: Carlotta Cline & Jeanne Buckworth 

Audio/Video: Charlii Miller & John Littell 

Communion Officiant: Carlotta Cline & Janet Miller 

Ushers:Ellie & Dick Leuliette, John & Patti Harmer, June Stemmle, John Harmon, Denis Shaffer, Laura Widger 

Musicians: Amy Brown, Music Ministry, Duane Dillard, Minister of Music  

ASL Interpreter: Gail Garner 

Flowers today were donated by Dawn Buckworth,  

“Happy Mother’s Day to my amazing mother, Jeanne Buckworth, who I love very much!!’ 

 



  

  CONTACT INFORMATION 

   Rev. Kevin Benjamin, Pastor   pastorkevin@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 312-3636 

Bonnie Valeski, Admin. Asst. stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  (302) 378-2420 

Alice Mullins, Financial/Treasurer  alice.mullins@hotmail.com  (302) 293-9956 

Amy Brown, Music Ministry Director amyrowebrown@gmail.com  (480) 677-0910 

Duane Dillard, Minister of Music duanedillard@gmail.com   (443) 593-2470 

Janice Thompson, Family Life Coord. janicethompson2007@gmail.com (302) 376-0934 
 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS – CHURCH BUILDING  

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday -Thursday, 9AM-2:00PM 

• Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

• Cub Scouts – Tuesdays 6-8 PM 

• TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM. 

• St. Paul’s Choir Prayer Group Ministry – Thursdays 10 AM via ZOOM 

• St. Paul’s Handbell Rehearsal - Wednesdays 6 PM  
• St. Paul’s Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 7:10 PM 
• AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM. 

 

MONTHLY GATHERINGS  

• Finance Meeting – 2nd Monday 6:30 PM 
• Trustees Meeting – 2nd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

• SPRC Meeting – 2nd Thursday 1:00 PM 

• Leadership Meeting – 3rd Tuesday 6:30 PM 

• PFLAG Meeting – 3rd Thursday 6:30 PM 

• Reconciling Ministries – 3rd Thursday, 5:30 PM 
 

Reconciling Ministries Informational Meetings 

For those interested in what, why and how, Mark Holden will lead informational meetings to explore a 

reconciling ministry.  There will be meetings the third Thursday of the month, beginning March 17th for the 

next 6 months. We will have guest speakers who have gone through the process. Please join us at 5:30 via the 

following link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77700823122?pwd=R1ZMcFV0cGMrNmF1WjJhVTlSRmVKdz09 
 

Donations of Baked Goods Needed for Fellowship After Sunday Weekly Worship Services  

Cookies and pastries, whether bought or baked are needed each Sunday after each service when we gather for 

fellowship.  If you can donate, please contact Barbara Lynn Manlove and sign up on the sheet in the Lobby.  

Many thanks. 
 

Upcoming Yellow Hat Schedule for May 2022: 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving 

05152022 Urban Promise (Annual Conf) Latch Key Kids, Wilmington DE 

05222022 Campus Crusade Mission (Matthew Caspero) 

05292022 Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (Carolyn Stanley) 
 

Adult Bible Study  

Adult Bible Study will be in-person beginning February 1 and continue via Zoom.  This is a recurring meeting - 

meet anytime. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71978762506?pwd=SxfRaLvjfQnfov0O81VwW_jXghzZq9.1 

Meeting ID: 719 7876 2506 

Passcode: 2Zp59D 

 

mailto:alice.mullins@hotmail.com
http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/VANCOOnlineGiving
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71978762506?pwd=SxfRaLvjfQnfov0O81VwW_jXghzZq9.1


Flowers for Worship 

If you are interested in honoring a loved one with flowers at the altar on a particular Sunday, we are asking you 

to contact Alicia Blackwell, from Wildflowers by Alicia to place your order. Alicia can be reached at (302) 593-

9884. Also, please email the church office so we make sure the information is added in the bulletin. 
 

Compassionate Card Ministry 

The Compassionate Card Ministry is made up of 20 dedicated members of our congregation who create hand-

made cards and encouraging messages to those in our directory, within our congregation, those on our prayer 

lists and others who are brought to our attention. Our purpose is to spread kindness and love to others through 

uplifting and personalized sentiments on hand-made cards. If you are not in our directory and would like to be  

added to our list, or if you know someone who would benefit from the blessing of a card, please contact Nancee 

Bleistine, nbleistine@yahoo.com or 609-217-1924. 
 

Prayer and Praise Team 

Carole Harmon hosts a prayer circle, currently Thursday mornings at 10 AM - in person.   

Please contact Carole if you are interested in joining the group or have a special prayer request. You can also 

find prayer request cards on the table in the Narthex. 

 

Finance - St. Paul’s UMC Special Pledge to Balance 2022 Budget 

Thank you to all the people who went the extra mile to support the church’s budget in time of need.  We had 33 

people/families respond with pledges and cash totaling $30,505.  With this additional money, some reserves, and 

budget adjustments, we should be able remain solvent until the end of the year.  Of course, we will happily and 

gratefully accept additional contributions.  Forms are still available in the Narthex for you if you wish to donate.   

If you consider a Special Pledge, (whether through cash, check to St. Paul’s UMC, or through VANCO), 

please be sure to complete the form (attached to the letter mailed to you and also available in the Narthex) 

indicating that it is the Special Pledge so that we can track that it is for the Special Pledge only. This way 

Alice Mullins, Treasurer, can be sure to match up your donations with your pledge form. There is no place 

on VANCO to indicate where you donation is going. Thank you, Hap Bonham. 
 

VANCO: Manage Your Giving Online 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions and view your complete online 

giving history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.stpaulsodessa.org and click on the VANCO Online Giving button to 

the left of the screen. 

3) Click on the Link to Online Giving thru VANCO button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your RECURRING 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Family Life Upcoming Events 

CAMP PECOMETH 2022 Registration is NOW OPEN 

CHILDREN/YOUTH: If you're ready for a "God-inspired/Life-changing" summer experience! 

CHECK OUT: Pecometh | Summer Camp 
 

Virtual Children’s Sunday School  

Sunday School is held at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday via Zoom. If your child would like to participate, please fill 

out the registration form found on the church website and email it to: 

Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com.  Materials for the upcoming lesson will be delivered to your home on 

Thursday or Friday each week, so we need to plan ahead in order for us to make a delivery for your child.  If 

you have any questions, please reach out to Tracy via the email above or call or text her at 302-561-4211. 
 

Love Thy Neighbor Fund 

Our "Love Thy Neighbor Fund" was created to help those in need in the MOT community. This fund may support 

a time in someone's life when he/she may need a little kindness and generosity to help endure and survive a 

http://www.stpaulsodessa.org/
mailto:Tracy.Walls.Pulling@gmail.com


challenging situation. If you can donate, please make checks payable to St. Paul's UMC and then write in the 

memo area it is for "Love Thy Neighbor Fund.” Please note, this fund is SEPARATE from the Yellow Hat. 

Thank you, Love Thy Neighbor Committee  
 

Deep Roots 

Nadine Johnson & Karen Ellis continue to work with the “Deep Roots” mission. This group works with families 

who are disconnected through homelessness and provides transitional shelter and other services to families in 

need. They need your help as they continue to contact members of the church to help with making meals once a 

month feeding approximately 50+ individuals. Here’s hoping you will be able to help us with this very important 

and necessary mission. Thanks so much!   

Our Daily Bread Food Donations 

214 N Broad St, Middletown, DE 19709  

Volunteers Needed – day and evening hours and different areas of need, filling bags, handing out meals, 

etc.  Please consider a few hours of your time to help those much less fortunate.  Contact Sue Holden, 

Missions Co-Chair, at 802-324-6167, susieq2951@aol.com., with any questions.  Also, find information 

and volunteer sign-up forms on the website, https://www.ourdailybreadmot.com. 

ODB is most thankful to all who donate either monetarily or in kind. Your generosity helps ODB feed those in 

our community who are facing food insecurity. Listed below are the items needed to stuff our side bags for this 

week and other items that are needed. Donations can be dropped off on Tuesday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Individual bottles of water 

• Individual bags of salty snacks 

• Individual packets of sweet snacks 

• Individual fruit cups and/or applesauce 

• Fresh fruit (apples, bananas, oranges) 

• Boxes of breakfast cereal 

• Boxes of mashed potatoes 

• White bread 

• Baked beans (large cans) 

Thank you for any and all kindnesses! 
 

Neighborhood House 

We have a food pantry to which you donate food.  Here a few items on which we are low in the food/toiletry’s 

pantry.  Please check the dates on all food items to make sure they haven't expired. 

• Water 

• Spaghetti 

• Spaghetti sauce 

• Deodorant 

• Toothbrushes/toothpaste 

• Paper towels 

• Tissues 

Donations can be left inside the Church. We look forward to another great year working together to feed the 

hungry. Thanks to all, Marilyn Hendershot, Family Services Specialist, Neighborhood House, Inc. 
 

PFLAG Meeting    

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursday of each month, presently via Zoom. Please join us if you would 

like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word to all corners of our communities. We are 

currently working on a system which will help youth who have been rejected by their parents, find families who 

will help them. Please contact Mark Holden, (Mark@maholden.com) or call 802-279-8100. 

 
 

mailto:susieq2951@aol.com


JOYS & CONCERNS: If you know someone you’d like to add to our prayer list, please email the church 

office or visit the church website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete a prayer request. Please email the office 

when someone can be taken OFF the list. If you or a loved one needs a pastoral visit, please call or email the 

church office to schedule. 

Prayers for: Lynda Lambert; Steve Johnson; Noel Lukens; Lois Anne; Kimberly Ogden; Mary Beth; Matthew 

Smith; Naomi Betts; Jerrod Bolline; Sue Holden’s sister, Betsey Snipes; Bill Smith; Beth; Matt & Louise 

Latocha; Carol Myers; Darryl Dillard; Kathy Golden; Ike Guessford; Jessica Schrum and Family; Dick 

Leuliette; Joyce, aunt to Angela Christian; Dave Corby; Kenzel Messick; Lori N. requested by Faye Taylor; 

Pastor Cheryl Jensen, Please send cards to Pastor Emeritus Cheryl Jensen at 4 Colonial Ct., Hockessin, DE 

19707; Carol Martin, Brian Wells, David Dudgeon. 

Anniversaries: May 10 – Keith & Diane Sparks; May 13 – Noel & Rosalie Lukens.  

Birthdays: May 8 – Emma Apps, Don Mueller, Josh Pompeo; May 10 – Prarthan Chastain; May 12 – Jonathan 

Packard; May 13 – Matthew Pulling, Trevor Shoun 
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