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Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $889.50 and went to support our Youth 

Mission Trip. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

June 16 – Peace with Justice Sunday 

June 23 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin  

      June 30 – Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM  

Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21   

Our youth are excited to embark on a new adventure to Deep Roots at 

Clairvaux Farm at 21 Veasey Cove Road in Earleville, MD.  We have 

14 youth and 7 chaperones including Pastor Bo. Various projects will 

not be finalized until the week before, but could include painting, 

working on raised vegetable beds, mulching the playground, and 

resurfacing the decks. Three hot meals/day and lodging in a separate 

Mission House will be provided. Wednesday will be a special day 

with the families on the Bohemia River for a cookout, swimming, kayaking and canoeing.  

 

Preparing for the Mission Trip 
We would appreciate if anyone would like to donate snacks for our trip.  Individual bags of snacks, protein 

bars, homemade cookies, cupcakes, brownies, larger bags of chips, popcorn, Doritos, etc. Water, sodas, 

Gatorade, ice tea and beverages would be accepted, too. We plan on sharing with the kids at the shelter. Please 

bring to the church next Sunday and leave in the kitchen. The big kids and the youth will really appreciate it. 

 
 
E.J. is 7 years old and son of Eric Trzcinski and assists 

UMM with supplying 35-40 cases of water for Silver 

Lake Elementary Field Day each year. EJ attended the 

UMM Breakfast and is thanking us through this letter. 
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Reaching Up to praise God in 

vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, June 16, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

 

Scripture: John 16:12-15 

Synopsis: Does any trip ever turn out like you 

planned? The Holiday Inn tagline used to be, “The best 

surprise is no surprise.” I’m not sure I’ve ever taken a 

trip of any kind that turned out exactly the way I had 

planned. Surprise is the way of things, especially on 

this journey we call life. Of course, we plan and 

prepare as best we can. But you don’t have to live very 

long before you begin to honor the necessity of 

planning for the things for which you cannot plan. 

Sociologists have discovered that these unplanned 

surprises, good and bad, make the journey 

memorable – and special. In other words, all of the 

things we could not have known before we embarked 

on a journey into the Way of surprise, constant change, 

and circumstances beyond our control. This is the Way 

of Life, according to the Spirit. It’s a kind of Truth we 

discover precisely along the Way, in company with 

other pilgrim travelers and unlikely hosts who could 

not be anticipated in our wildest dreams. As we 

sometimes say: “You couldn’t make this (life) up!” 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Natalie Reitzes Johanna Learish 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Janina Pietruczenia Barbara Lynn Manlove 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Chase Collins  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate of non-gluten 3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon John & Patti Harmer 

and Natalie Reitzes 

Gary Duren, Michael Atchley, 

and Johanna Learish 

Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song  Amazing Grace 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Johanna Learish in memory of dear friend Tetty, in Holland, who passed away on 

the June 8 and cousin Rie, who passed away on May 23 

Fellowship: Barbara Lynn 

Manlove 

Meghan Sydnor, Beth O’Grady, Margie Apps, Charlotte Miller,  

Wendy Wallace, Megan Reitzes & Jennifer Rodriguez 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Chris Chappelle & Carolyn Stanley 
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June 12, 2019 Pastoral Letter  
 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

It has been a year to the day since Vicki and I climbed 

into our truck just after 8:30 a.m. and headed west on a 

six-week adventure we had been planning for months 

(I’m writing this on Tuesday, June 11). It was raining 

that morning as we waved to Joy and Eli, who had come 

to see us off, and drove away. We had last seen our son, 

Elijah two weeks earlier at a party at Lum’s Pond to 

celebrate Eli’s graduation from UD. It had rained some 

that day as well. Ten hours and 500 miles later, we pulled into Robert Newlon Airport and RV Park on the bank 

of the Ohio River in Huntington, West Virginia. After setting up, we enjoyed supper and a walk around the 

park, stopping to chat awhile with the manager. We took a few pictures and went to bed. We had a much shorter 

day of travel planned for the following day – just 250 miles to Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, and an RV Park 

called Singing Hills. 

We were awakened the morning of Tuesday, June 12 around 6:30, when our daughter, Joy called to tell us 

Elijah had been shot the night before. In our shock, Vicki realized Christiana Hospital had been trying to reach 

us for several hours. The doctor Vicki spoke with gave us no hope, using phrases like “unsurvivable gunshot 

wound to the head” and told us to get to the hospital a soon as we could. I didn’t break down until I called my 

father, who told me he would drive immediately from North Carolina to be with us at the hospital. While we 

drove those endless miles back to Wilmington, a doctor officially pronounced our son brain dead as we listened 

on the phone. Machines would continue to sustain his body until his organs could be harvested for people who 

needed a transplant to live. We arrived at the hospital to a tidal wave of family and friends keeping vigil, and 

went to Elijah’s bedside to weep, and to anoint and kiss his broken and bleeding body. 

Our friend and colleague, Carlos Reyes Rodriguez, sent us this prayer the day we embarked on our trip: 

May the rain cover you as your baptism did.  

May each meal remind you of the sacred communion with God and with one another.  

May all encounters during your hikes be constant reminders of the people who have crossed your path of faith.  

May each park remind you the beauty of God's creation.  

May you hear the wonders of music as you listen the profound and revealing power of silence each night.  

May your memory recall the lives that God has touched through your 50 years of combined servanthood with 

revolutionary love.  

May your soul and spirit be nurtured and renewed by the grace of the One who came to this world to transform 

it once and for all in love, with justice and peace.  

May your naked feet walk over the mud with which with God created, Jesus healed, and the Holy Spirit shaped.  

May we live among you for many, many, many decades more.  

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amén. 

Elijah’s death is still so very painful and hard to believe a 

year later. After his funeral, we decided to head west 

again for a different kind of journey than the one we had 

planned. We spent time in the cathedrals of nature, 

renewed old friendships, and slowly learned to smile 

again. I cannot tell you how much coming home to you 

all at St. Paul’s has been and continues to be part of our 

healing. This is the journey and the Way. Thank you for 

sharing it with us. 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life!! We will 

gather in the sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the crab.  We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games!! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home.  

Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be posted in the coming weeks. We will gather on 

Wednesday night at C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant garden, horseback riding, games 

and dinner.  

Registration on paper in the Narthex and online will be available June 19.  

Please mark your calendar and plan to join us!!!! 

 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE!! 

Please consider being part of our VBS Village!  We have many areas that could use your gifts, expertise and/or 

enthusiasm!!  You do not have to have specific skill or talents...we have a job for you!!! 

VBS August 19-23 from 6-8 pm has need for adult and older youth help for Set up and Registration (mon and 

Tues), Group leaders, Craft Leader and helpers (3 nights), Relays and Games Leaders and helpers, Science 

helpers, Kitchen Coordinator, Evening Leaders and helpers, Song helpers, set decorators and clean-up 

crew.  We also need a person or several to shop for the food for each night’s dinner. (Keep receipts and fill out a 

reimbursement form) The list is long and there is a place (or several) for you!!! 

Job sign-ups will be up by June 19 in the Narthex. Please prayerfully consider how you can help raise up the 

kids and youth of St Paul’s!!  We need each and every one on you!! 

 

United Methodist Men News  

"Staying on Par with God" next scheduled outing is on Monday, June 17 at 9 AM at 

Odessa National Golf Club. This event consists of nine holes of golf, lunch and scripture 

discussion. A great outing for the Men of St. Paul's to share in Fellowship and Faith. All 

are welcome! Contact Paul (302) 229-0046 for further details. 
 

Covenant Garden     
On Tuesday, June 4 Alan Martin roto-tilled Covenant Garden for weed 

control. On Saturday, June 8 the following garden disciples gathered to 

hoe weeds between all rows and to tie up cucumber plants: Hap 

Bonham, Carl Ravilious, Alan Martin, and myself put in a good hour of 

fellowship and work! Lots of small squash and zucchini appearing on 

plants so delivery of veggies to Neighborhood House could be possible 

within next ten days. God blessed the garden with 1/2 " of rain this 

week. 

ATTENTION: We will be working again this Saturday for about an 

hour starting at 8 AM and All hands are welcome to get dirty in God's 

Garden! Thanks and God Bless, Paul Loder 

 

 

PSALM 104:14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from 

the earth, 
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PFLAG Planning.    

We are beginning with the planning for regular meetings for the PFLAG group. We are still in the 

organizational stages but feel we need to establish a regular meeting time. The third Thursday of the month 

would be great to start. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, 

November 21st, and December 19th. More information will be forthcoming. Peace, Mark Holden   

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Monday, June 17 – 9 AM Staying on Par with God, Odessa National Golf Club 

 Monday-Friday, June 17-21 – Youth Mission Trip to Deep Roots @ Clairvaux Farm 

 Thursday, June 27 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Thursday, July 4 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 Friday-Saturday, August 2-3 – Leadership Retreat 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: David & Carol Pearl; Scott Perry 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Family of Carl Meadwell, upon his passing 

Pastor Bo & Family on the loss of his 

Grandmother, Nell Hyland 

Gail Wollerton 

James Guy 

Marylou Guyer 

 

Cal Cruz 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

            

 

BIRTHDAYS

June 13 Joan Elston Louis  

June 15 Samantha Gill 

June 16 Carolotta Cline 

   

June 17 Jordan Ingram 

June 18 Pam Root  

June 19 Sarah Apps  

          

ANNIVERSARIES 

June 14    Dicky & Marcia Wheeler 

     Randy & Vicki Spence 

June 15    David & Sue Johnson 

June 16    Dean & Jeanne Hatton 

     Jorge & Jennifer Rodriguez 

June 18    Lloyd & Sharyn Sheats 

 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 
 Stewardship of the building is extremely important as we take care of our privilege to have a 

building that is safe and secure. We also want to make sure it is welcoming to our guests so please 

discard any litter you see in the church yard. Thank you. 

 

 Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s 

news!! 

 

 Please honor Pastor Bo’s Sabbath day which is Friday. 

 
If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like added no 

later than Monday morning to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY 

Kristineknarr74@gmail.com. 
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The Odessa Ladies Auxiliary is in the process of cleaning out their kitchen of stuff that is no longer 

needed. If anyone could use any of the following please contact Karen Douty at KGB1030@aol.com:  

dinner plates/small serving bowls/small glasses - water/juice glasses 

 

Church Child Care Provider at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
406 Main Street Odessa, DE 19730 (stpaulsodessa.org) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking a part time child-care provider to supervise infants 

through 5-year-old children for four hours on Sunday mornings from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm. We 

are seeking a caring professional who enjoys spending time with children. The successful 

applicant will be responsible for engaging with children in fun, developmentally appropriate 

activities, and keeping the nursery in order under the supervision of the Family Life Coordinator. 

The pay rate is $15 per hour.  

Responsibilities: 

. Provide appropriate care and play as necessary 

. Maintain order and cleanliness of room after use 

. Maintain the sign in/dismissal logbook 

. Notify Family Life Coordinator of needs or concerns 

. On Sundays when no children are in attendance in the nursery, assist the Family Life 

Coordinator with children’s programs 

Qualifications: 

. Experience in caring for children between the ages of 0 to 5 years 

. High School Diploma or GED 

. Must be 18 years of age or older, provide three non-relative references  

. Completion of CPR and First Aid Training 

. Background check will be completed at the expense of the church 

Please submit resume along with references and certifications to the attention of Vicki Spence, 

Family Life Coordinator at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, PO Box 253, Odessa DE 19730 

or by email to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

 


