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St. Paul's Published Directories 

If you had your photo taken, and haven’t picked up your copy, please look for it on the table in Fellowship Hall. 

We have a limited number of extra copies available for households unable to have a photo taken, so email the 

church office if you would like one of these additional copies and we will do our best to accommodate your 

request.  

 

 Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

 YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $455.80 and went to support Our Daily 

Bread. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

August 18 – Back to School Book Bags for Neighborhood House 

The Neighborhood House Annual Book Bag Giveaway Program is in motion again this 

year. They hope to supply filled book bags to 250 students whose families have been 

helped through their Family Services Crisis Relief Program. They appreciate our support 

and hope that together we can touch the lives of those students in need. 

 

August 25 – Habitat for Humanity 

 

 

 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL BOOKBAG GIVE A WAY 2019-2020  

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH SORTING, PACKING AND 

DELIVERING THE BOOK BAGS!!! ALL OF THIS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 

POSSIBLE WITHOUT EVERYONE PARTICIPATING!!!  SPECIAL THANKS TO 

COURTNEY MARTIN FOR SHOPPING FOR THE SUPPLIES AND TAKING THE 

LEAD ON THIS IMPORTANT MISSION. 
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Reaching Up to praise 

God in vibrant worship 

Sunday, August 18, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Synopsis: Most of us think of physical, muscular 

endurance when we think of the word, endurance, 

in an athletic context, such as marathon running or 

long-distance swimming – the ability to “go the 

distance.” But athletes and coaches know that 

much of endurance is in the mind of the athlete, a 

kind of mental game a person plays with their 

fears about physical capability when the heat is on 

(literally). Good coaches train their athletes to a 

point just beyond what they think their physical 

limit is. So even athletic endurance is as much a 

mental and emotional reality as well as physical. 

 This is even more true when considering 

spiritual endurance – like committing ourselves 

fully to a calling through the good and the bad. 

Hebrews 12:1 famously encourages we who 

sometimes get weary with well doing to hear the 

roar of encouragement of those who have gone 

before us, but the second verse is even more 

crucially important – that things go horribly wrong 

is not necessarily a sign that it’s time to quit. Jesus 

shows us that we can disregard even shame and 

press on.  
Serving in Worship This Sunday 

WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Nancee Bleistine Carole Harmon 

Greeters: Johanna Learish John & Patti Harmer Lulu Calbazana 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Jack Rowley  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  Cathy Blanco – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Janet & Jack Rowley  

and Nancee Bleistine 

Allen, Mary & Jordan Ingram  

and Carole Harmon 
Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song  Men’s Ensemble 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Linda Botsford in honor of her son, granddaughter and grandson’s birthdays 

Fellowship: Brenda Shaffer Tracy Walls-Pulling, Dawn Buckworth, Jeanne Buckworth, Beverly Fawcett,  

Diane Shoun, Joyce Nelson & Susan Cate 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Sharon Hunnicutt/Sandy Urstadt 
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August 14, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,  

Traci Pulling and I met with Mary Moore, a representative from 

The Blood Bank of Delmarva this morning to plan a blood drive 

here at St. Paul’s UMC on Saturday, October 19. It seems a long 

way off, but we’ve got our work cut out for us. Mary told us that 

only 38% of the population meet the qualifications to give blood 

(you must be over 110 pounds and over 17 years of age), but 

only 5% actually do give blood. And there is always a desperate, 

lifesaving need for blood in our community. 

Traci has been giving blood regularly, but can no longer donate 

in Wilmington, near where she works, because the Blood Bank 

had to close the satellite site at Grace UMC due to low 

participation rates. Now she wants to share this calling with us 

and sponsor a drive at St. Paul’s. Nine years ago, I walked into 

the Blood Bank after our family received a letter inviting one of 

us to donate in order to save a $35 administrative fee. (Since then, the Blood Bank has discontinued this 

program because of administration cuts, and as a result, donations have fallen 35%.) I asked about platelet 

donations (there were signs everywhere), and have been donating platelets to help cancer patients every month 

since (my 100th donation is scheduled for October 10th!). 

Shortly after I started donating platelets, I rode the train to Philadelphia with Dave Moorehead, a member of our 

church who was fighting cancer. We laughed about how platelets looked like, well, urine, because we both 

knew what the small bag of them looked like – me, as they left my body to save a life, and Dave, within four 

days later (platelets have a short shelf life), as they entered his body to replace platelets the chemotherapy 

destroyed. In 2011, just after I had begun donating, Vicki and I celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary in 

Punta Cana, and I belatedly discovered I could not donate for a year because the Dominican Republic is a 

malaria risk zone. I felt like I had cheated so many people that year – so I have worked to make up for those lost 

donation months in the years that followed. Perhaps I’m weird, but I feel a powerful obligation to help someone 

in need when I can so relatively easily. What if I needed blood or platelets? Or someone I love desperately? 

Call it a Golden Rule kind of thing.  

I’d love to speak with you about donating platelets, if you feel a calling, and donating blood takes even less 

time, is painless, and you get cookies! But rather than thinking about this lifesaving ministry from the 

perspective of the donor, I invite you to think about the perspective of our neighbors who desperately need 

blood, in the aftermath of an operation, or an accident, or in the midst of an illness, like cancer. Mary told us her 

story about an operation she underwent six months ago when something went wrong and she needed blood to 

bring her back to life. You can imagine how that perspective fires her up when recruiting lifesavers to help 

others life herself. This kind of thinking and behaving is what we mean by “Faith in Action.” 

Monday, our leadership team met to talk about different aspects of church life – our upcoming budget, different 

ministry reports, and plans and such. We also talked about where we are in our discernment process about 

whether to provide Sanctuary for Marisol and Genesis (we will vote as a congregation in early September, 

probably Sunday the 8th, between services – look for confirmation of that date next week). We can install a 

temporary shower for $6000 (plus a matching grant from UMCOR), and we are researching other questions. 

What everyone around the room agreed about was this kind of ministry (Sanctuary, giving lifesaving blood) is 

really what following Jesus is all about: faith in action that saves and transforms people’s lives! 

Peace! (I love serving with you 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

ITS ALMOST TIME!!!  VBS WEEK IS ALMOST HERE! 

Last minute preparations are being made to transform St Paul’s into a WONDER 

WORKSHOP for creating our best selves with God!  Join us, bring your friends and 

neighbors for a week of fun!  VBS starts at 6 PM with music and movement. Dinner will be served and crafts, 

stories, science experiments will finish out the evenings. WEDNESDAY WE WILL MEET AND PICKUP AT 

C-LINE STABLES ON HARRIS ROAD A COUPLE MILES SOUTH OF ODESSA.  

 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life! We will gather in the sanctuary at 

6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and Decker the Crab. We will gather in groups, have 

dinner, rotate through making craft projects, science activities and group relays and games! We will reassemble 

at the end of the evening for some time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home. Dinner menu, color of 

the night and mission project will be posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at C-Line Stables for an 

evening of work in the Covenant garden, horseback riding, games and dinner. Registration forms are available 

now in the Narthex and online. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us! 

 

VBS- IT TAKES A VILLAGE!   

We will soon begin creating the backdrop, planning the crafts and games, shopping for and getting ready to 

prepare food for 5 nights of meals and snacks for the kids of St. Paul’s and our community and....WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!!!  VBS will be held August 19-23 from 6-8 PM. We need as many hands as possible to make 

this happen. Please check the board outside the kitchen in the Narthex and sign up (multiple times are 

encouraged!) to help out with meal prep, set up, clean up, shopping for food, taking charge of a meal...the list 

goes on. Please prayerfully consider joining in the fun and excitement that is VBS at St. Paul’s. We need you! 

Also... 

We love our kids of St Paul’s! All ages, shapes, sizes, abilities and voices! And we love to have them 

participate in worship. They make us smile, chuckle under our breath, laugh out loud, sing with a little more 

gusto and they make us think.  Think about what we believe, how we live our lives as examples of Christ, how 

we want to be seen and remembered, and how we can help raise them up. Sometimes these beautiful kids come 

with snuggles and smiles, sometimes with squirminess and a voice! We love it all and want to encourage 

families to include our kids in worship. There are bags and coloring books by the door into the sanctuary, there 

are sheets for older children shared by greeters, there are a variety of quiet play items in the Kids Prayground at 

the back of the sanctuary. Please help yourself to any of these items. We are in the process of assembling 

additional bags of quiet play items that you can use during worship. (Look for these in the coming weeks!). If 

you feel your child needs a break to run around, play with toys, read books or watch a video, the Nursery is 

always open and we are restocking and updating the toys. You are welcome to take your child and stay as long 

as you wish. There are speakers in the nursery so you can hear (and sing along with) the music, announcements, 

the sermon and celebration of communion. We are trying to create a continuum of support for families of young 

children and encourage fluid movement in and out of the nursery if needed and full use of any materials we 

have out for the kids. Our first choice is to have them in worship but all options are available to fit the needs of 

the kids and family on any given Sunday!  Our St. Paul’s family loves our kids! 

 

DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  
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United Methodist Men News  

St. Paul's UMM "Staying on Par with God" next outing is scheduled for Monday, August 

19 and all are welcome!  

A reminder St. Paul's Annual Golf Tournament scheduled for Tuesday, September 17 is 

fast approaching and registration forms for this event can be found in the Narthex! A great 

day of fun that helps with Missions at St. Paul's! Hope to see you there! God Bless....  
 

PFLAG Planning    

We are beginning with the planning for regular meetings for the PFLAG group. We are still in the 

organizational stages but feel we need to establish a regular meeting time. We are hoping that everyone will 

spread the word to people who would be interested in coming to the meetings, especially for everyone who may 

be interested from outside our St. Paul community. We will be meeting the third Thursday of the month 

beginning in August. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, 

November 21st, and December 19th.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 802-279-8100. Peace, 

Mark Holden   

 

Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

Just wanted to remind everyone from 6th grade up about our summer youth picnic.  We will have horses to ride, 

above ground pool to cool off in, cornhole, and maybe even driving the gators (with some rules). Anyone who 

participated in the mission trip is welcome. This is a covered dish or dessert so please let me know what you 

may be bringing. I will have pulled pork sandwiches, macaroni and cheese, sodas, chips, brownies. Feel free to 

bring a lawn game to share, bathing suits and towels and maybe a lawn chair and enclosed shoes if riding the 

horses. Hope to have a great turnout! Miss Charlotte and Mr. Ronnie 

 

GriefShare Program Coming to St. Paul’s UMC 

Experiencing heartache due to the death of a loved one?  Sorrow and grief 

seem to be a part of your every waking moment?  Having trouble sleeping 

due to your loss?  Simply wish you had someone to share your memories 

with?   If you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions, then we 

would like to invite you to a group that you may find to be just what you 

need.   

 

Whether your bereavement experience is current or not so recent, encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 

the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend can often be found in sharing with 

others. This group will provide an opportunity to be around others who understand what you are feeling. It will 

provide valuable information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when family and/or friends have already 

returned to their daily life routines, and thus fear what others may think.  You will recognize that it is okay for 

us to deal with death in different ways and at different rates.   

 

Too often people tend to try to swallow their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it 

is intended.  The GriefShare program focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one through a 

DVD seminar that features nationally respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed by a small 

group discussion about what was viewed. And…confidentiality is very much a part of this biblical based, Christ 

centered, nondenominational program. 

 

Facilitating these sessions will be Mr. Robert Collins (Masters in Counseling) and Rev. Danese Collins, (Master 

of Divinity and Masters in Education).  Both facilitators completed additional course work in Counseling the 

Bereaved and Grieving at Lancaster Theological Seminary (United Church of Christ).  Danese also completed 

coursework in Clinical Pastoral Care and Education, which included 400 hours as a hospital chaplain, and has 

served as a volunteer chaplain with Hospice of Delaware. 
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To register, either sign up on the sheet on the table in the narthex or contact the church office at 302-378-2420. 

Registration is important so that your materials can be available for you at the beginning of the first session 

(September 12).  The cost of material is $15.00 and can be given to Alice in our church office by August 29, 

2019.  Please make your checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Since each session is self-contained (addressing a 

different area of grieving), you are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group with any session. 

Regardless of when you begin, we believe you will find encouragement and strength.  And --- just like at the 

movies, you may continue into the next session until you have completed the 13-week cycle. 

 

GriefShare will meet weekly in Fellowship Hall beginning Thursday, September 12 and running through 

December 21 from 10:00 am to 12 pm. 

 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Thursday, August 15 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Group Meeting 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6-8 PM Scouting Parent Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

 Monday, September 2 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 Thursday, September 5 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Sunday, September 8 – Sunday School Kick Off 

 Tuesday, September 10 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Thursday, September 12-December 21 – 10AM-Noon GriefShare Support Group 

 Monday, September 16 – 6:30 PM Leadership Team Meeting 

 Saturday, October 19 – 10 AM-4 PM Blood Bank of Delmarva Blood Drive (More Info to Come) 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 
 If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like added no 

later than Monday afternoon to Alice at stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

 
 NO NUTS POLICY— remember that we do NOT provide any refreshments or foodstuffs with any nut 

products.  

 

 REMINDER to please LIKE our Facebook page. Type in 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOdessa/ and give us a thumbs up. Thanks! 

 

 

 Stewardship of the building is extremely important as we take care of our privilege to have a building 

that is safe and secure. We also want to make sure it is welcoming to our guests so please discard any litter you 

see in the church yard. Thank you. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and bulletin but for HIPAA reasons PLEASE 

get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR:  Barbara Lynn Manlove, on the loss of her newborn grandson; Ashley Burris  

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Cindy 

Ginny Guessford 

Jeanne Buckworth 

Dave & Jan Corby on the loss of the fur baby, 

Skipper 

Lulamae Lotz 

David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, 

Carol Pearl 

Chris Urban 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

 

   

BIRTHDAYS

August 15 Jackie Connell 

  Cole Tokash 

August 17 Allen Ingram, Sr. 

  Burtie Hutchison 

August 18 David Koski 

August 19 Megan Reitzes 

 

   
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

August 17 Billy & Vickie Bush 

August 18 Steve & Nadine Johnson 

August 21 Rick & Lynda Lambert  

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assistant & Treasurer            stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 
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