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MIDWEEK  

   July 17, 2019 

 
St. Paul’s Family,  

It is with a heavy heart that I let you know that our dear sister, Carol M. Pearl, was 

welcomed into the embrace of our Savior on Saturday, July 13. Carol was a free spirit and 

has inspired us with her faith, her knowledge, wit and courage! Please honor the family's 

privacy as they finalize the service arrangements which will be forthcoming. 
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Our St. Paul's Published Directories are Here! 
If you had your photo taken, you may pick up your copy on the table in Fellowship Hall. We have a limited 

number of extra copies available for households unable to have a photo taken, so please email the church office 

if you would like one of these additional copies and we will do our best to accommodate your request.  

Thanks so much! 

 

 Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $382.62 and went to support our Alex’s 

Childhood Cancer Awareness Run/Walk. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

 

July 21 – Faithful Friends Animal Society  

Faithful Friends Animal Society is a private, nonprofit animal welfare organization with a 

No Kill shelter. They are funded through private donations, grants, fees for services and 

special fundraisers held throughout the year. All cats and dogs in their care stay with them 

until homes are found.  

 

July 28 – Neighborhood House  

August 4 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

August 11 – Our Daily Bread 

August 18 – Back to School Book Bags for Neighborhood House 

August 25 – Habitat for Humanity 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BOOKBAG GIVE A WAY 2019-2020 

Imagine that you are a child who will be returning to school and know 

that your parents can’t afford your supplies…would you WANT to go 

back to school? Let’s show these kids and parents that we care about their 

education and give them a few tools to excel. Once again this year, we 

will be working with Neighborhood House to provide filled school 

backpacks for kids who don’t have the resources for what our kids take 

for granted.  

 

GOAL: 50 filled bookbags; St. Paul’s will order and purchase the 

bookbags—your job is to fill them! 

• We will organize the supplies Thursday, August 15 at 10 AM in Fellowship Hall. If you are 

available, please come out to help. 

• We will fill the supplies after worship Sunday, August 18.  

• We will deliver to the Neighborhood House on Monday, August 19 at 10 AM. 

 

SUPPLIES: Supply lists are in the Narthex and supplies must be at church by Wednesday, August 14. 

 

If you want to donate cash or check in lieu of supplies, the Yellow Hat offering on Sunday, August 

18 will go to help with the cost of the book bags and additional supplies needed to fill them. 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, July 21, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Luke 10:38-42 

Synopsis: The Tour de France is on this month. The 

athletes who compete in this grueling 2,200-mile 

multi-stage race over the course of 21 days (plus two 

days of rest!) drain every last bit of strength from their 

bodies. Of course, their training regimen matches the 

intensity required by a season of multi-stage races like 

the Tour de France all over Europe, their training 

regimen includes very slow off days to give their 

bodies time to heal and rejuvenate. As it turns out, all-

out training is actually counter-productive.  

 Life works a lot like that as well. The story of 

Martha (working like crazy to get everything just right 

for Jesus’ visit) and Mary (sitting at Jesus’ feet, 

drinking in his presence), is not actually a story about 

choosing one or the other way to live, but balance 

between creativity and Sabbath. Both Mary and 

Martha love Jesus in active, valuable ways, and it is 

this love that is the one thing necessary. Nothing in life 

responds very well to an all or nothing approach. 

Balance between pushing hard and basking takes us 

farther.    

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Carlotta Cline Lynda Whitehead 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Dave & Linda Sydnor Johanna Learish 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Jack Rowley  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas Megan Reitzes – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Janet Rowley, Nancee Bleistine  

and Carlotta Cline 

Kurt & Julie Foreman  

and Lynda Whitehead 

Young Disciples Ellie Leuliette Ellie Leuliette 

Word in Song   

Flowers: Janet Rowley Paul & Lois Loder in memory of their Parents 

Fellowship: Janet Miller Sharyn Sheats, Carol Martin, Pam Root, June Anderson, Julie Foreman,  

Vicki Spence & Karen Beaver 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Helen George / Faye Taylor  
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July 17, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

Approximately 40-50 of us had a faith-filled conversation after 

worship last Sunday, July 14, from 12:30-1:30 p.m., about discerning whether 

God is calling us to serve as a sanctuary congregation for Marisol and her 

daughter, Genesis, who are seeking asylum in the U.S. Several others let me 

know they were unable to attend because of prior commitments. I was very 

proud of how we shared our thoughts, feelings, and questions with honesty 

and respect for one another. We pledged to learn and pray as much as possible 

to discern faithfully if and how we might go about this new ministry calling. 

This Sunday afternoon, July 21, at 4 p.m., the Rev. Bob Coombe, 

pastor of First UMC of Germantown (in Philadelphia), will speak with us 

about what his church has experienced as a sanctuary congregation for two 

families, including three adults and six youth and children, since last August. 

During our conversation Sunday, I shared with everyone that Pastor Coombe 

had offered to speak with us about sanctuary ministry in our initial phone 

conversation last week – and everyone agreed this would be a natural next step in our process of learning and 

discernment. I hope that you can make some time to be a part of this important meeting Sunday, which will 

include a time of presentation as well as time for questions and answers. To better appreciate their story, please 

visit the church online at fumcog.org. 

Whether or not you can make Sunday’s meetings with Pastor Bob Coombe, Wesley UMC in Dover (15 

E. North St.) will be hosting a conversation on “Immigration and the Southern Border Crisis” this Saturday, 

July 20, from 2-4 p.m. If you are interested, you’ll need to RSVP at facebook.com/events/707236733049585/ 

(or contact the church office and we’ll help you out!). You can catch the same presentation Saturday evening, 

July 20, from 6-8, at The Mill in Wilmington, DE - 1007 N Orange Street (RSVP to 

facebook.com/events/386900888625810/). 

I contacted our District Superintendent, the Rev. Joe Archie, and he has given us permission to hold a 

Special Church Conference on Sunday, July 28, at 4 p.m., for discussion and a formal vote (all members of the 

church who are present at the meeting will be eligible to vote) to decide whether to pursue this ministry calling 

as a sanctuary congregation for Marisol and Genesis or not. While an affirmative vote would commit us to 

sanctuary ministry, Marisol and Genesis do not need sanctuary at present, and a decision to host anyone else 

would be up to our Administrative Council. In scheduling a formal vote for July 28, I am balancing the need for 

deliberation and education with the preparations that will be necessary should we decide together to move 

forward. 

The Rev. Patti Ravilious forwarded a link to an article in Politico describing how horrible it is especially 

for women in Honduras now. "Violence—particularly domestic and sexual violence—in Honduras has taken or 

forever changed many women’s and girls’ lives. Gender-based violence is the second-leading cause of death for 

women of reproductive age. And in a country where emergency contraception and abortion are banned, even for 

rape victims, survivors of sexual violence have few options if they become pregnant. They can seek to terminate 

the pregnancy and risk prison time, or they can go through with it and face one of the highest maternal mortality 

rates in Latin America." https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/06/07/honduras-why-people-flee-

photos-227087  

She also turned up this recollection from a 2011 mission trip to Honduras by Rev. Tom Hudspeth of 

Lover's Lane Deaf Church in Dallas, Texas.  Tom is a Deaf pastor. He would be a font of information for us if 

we need it. https://www.umdeaf.org/mission/2029.html. Patti found other information about the Deaf and 

church experience in Honduras here: https://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/profiles/text/t19007_ho.pdf  

 Friends, I have no idea where this conversation will take us, but I’m grateful to be having it at all, and 

I’m especially grateful to be having it with you.  

 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life!! We will 

gather in the sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the Crab. We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games!! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home. Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be 

posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant 

garden, horseback riding, games and dinner. Registration forms are available now in the Narthex and online. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to join us!!!! 

 

VBS- IT TAKES A VILLAGE!   

We will soon begin creating the backdrop, planning the crafts and games, shopping for and getting ready to 

prepare food for 5 nights of meals and snacks for the kids of St. Paul’s and our community and....WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!!!  VBS will be held August 19-23 from 6-8 PM. We need as many hands as possible to make 

this happen. Please check the board outside the kitchen in the Narthex and sign up (multiple times are 

encouraged!) to help out with meal prep, set up, clean up, shopping for food, taking charge of a meal...the list 

goes on. We will have a short VBS meeting on July 28 at 9:45 AM to go over plans and answer any questions. 

The more in attendance the better. Please prayerfully consider joining in the fun and excitement that is VBS at 

St. Paul’s. We need you! 

Also... 

We love our kids of St Paul’s!!  All ages, shapes, sizes, abilities and voices!! And we love to have them 

participate in worship. They make us smile, chuckle under our breath, laugh out loud, sing with a little more 

gusto and they make us think.  Think about what we believe, how we live our lives as examples of Christ, how 

we want to be seen and remembered, and how we can help raise them up. Sometimes these beautiful kids come 

with snuggles and smiles, sometimes with squirminess and a voice! We love it all and want to encourage 

families to include our kids in worship. There are bags and coloring books by the door into the sanctuary, there 

are sheets for older children shared by greeters, there are a variety of quiet play items in the Kids Prayground at 

the back of the sanctuary. Please help yourself to any of these items. We are in the process of assembling 

additional bags of quiet play items that you can use during worship. (Look for these in the coming weeks!). If 

you feel your child needs a break to run around, play with toys, read books or watch a video, the Nursery is 

always open and we are restocking and updating the toys. You are welcome to take your child and stay as long 

as you wish. There are speakers in the nursery so you can hear (and sing along with) the music, announcements, 

the sermon and celebration of communion. We are trying to create a continuum of support for families of young 

children and encourage fluid movement in and out of the nursery if needed and full use of any materials we 

have out for the kids. Our first choice is to have them in worship but all options are available to fit the needs of 

the kids and family on any given Sunday!  Our St. Paul’s family loves our kids!!!!! 

 

ST. PAUL’S PAINTING – BY: DAVID OHLERKING…DONATIONS!  

You may have noticed the painting of St Paul’s church on display in the Narthex. 

If not, take a look in the next couple of weeks. David Ohlerking is a traveling plain 

air artist who has been visiting Odessa this past spring and summer. You may have 

seen him painting local buildings and scenes as you drive through town. He has 

studios in Odessa and Doylestown, PA. His impressionist style paintings have 

been featured in pop up art shows at the Gibby Center in Middletown, the Historic 

Houses’ Bank in Odessa and most recently as a fundraiser at the Old St. Paul’s in 

Odessa as a benefit for the Odessa Women’s Club. He drives a colorfully painted 

car and welcomes people stopping to chat and see his works in progress as well as 

encourages all the kids who pass by to take some paint and add their artistic touch 
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to his car!  David has graciously painted this picture of St. Paul’s and has offered to sell it for $200 that is to be 

donated to the Odessa Women’s Club.  

 

If you are interested in contributing to the purchase of this painting for us to have on display permanently in the 

church please put your name on the list in the Narthex. If we get 10 people willing to contribute $20 it can be 

ours. If we get 20 people it would only be $10 per person. We will see how many people are interest over the 

next few weeks of summer and make a determination about a purchase. David is donating his time and the 

money will be paid directly to the Odessa Women’s Club. 

 

United Methodist Men News  

Staying on Par With God Golf next outing will Monday, July 22 at 9 AM! More info to 

follow as time nears! Pass the word and God Bless, Paul Loder 

 

 

 

COVENANT GARDEN     
On Tuesday, July 9 Alan Martin roto-tilled garden for weed control and 

ground management. On Thursday, July 11 John Harmer and myself 

harvested the following and John delivered to Neighborhood House: 4lbs 

String Beans, 10 Squash, 9 Zucchini, 5 Cucumber, 36 Cherry Tomatoes, 

and 16 Okra. On Saturday, July 13 I did some hoeing and tied up several 

climbing plants. On Monday, July 15 John Harmer and myself harvested 

the following and John delivered to Neighborhood House: 18 Squash, 14 

Zucchini, 2lbs String Beans, 1 Tomato, 25 Okra, 10 Cucumber, 38 

Cherry Tomatoes, and 2 Egg Plant. Thanks to All who helped and a 

special thanks to God for providing 3 1/4 " of rain to a drying garden! 

ATTENTION: Due to the extreme heat, there will be NO garden 

work this Saturday, July 20. Peace and God Bless, Paul Loder 

 

 HEBREWS 6:7 Ground that drinks up the rain falling on it repeatedly, and that produces a crop useful to those 

for whom it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 

 

PFLAG PLANNING    

Diane, Sandy and I completed the review of the docs sent from National for our PFLAG Chapter, which we 

signed and emailed back to them, this is a busy month for them, so not sure how quickly they will be turned 

around to allow us to complete the EIN# and Register with The State of Delaware, which will be the next step, 

will keep you informed when we here back. 

We are hoping that everyone will spread the word to people who would be interested in coming to the meetings, 

especially for everyone who may be interested from outside our St. Paul community. We will be meeting the 

third Thursday of the month beginning in August. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, 

September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th. If you have any questions email works best 

for Vermont, our cell coverage is not great but you may try 802-279-8100. Peace, Mark Holden   

 

 
This Sunday, July 21, at 4 pm in our Sanctuary, Pastor Bob Coombe of First UMC of Germantown 

will speak with us about their experience providing sanctuary since August 28, 2018 for three adults 

and six youth and children seeking asylum. https://www.fumcog.org/sanctuary 

 

Then, the following Sunday, July 28 at 4 PM, we will have a Special Church Conference vote (for 

all members) on serving as a Sanctuary Congregation. 
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DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Sunday, July 21 – 4 PM Sanctuary Movement Meeting w/Pastor Bob Coombe  

 Thursday, July 25 – 6:30 PM Worship Team Meeting 

 Thursday, July 25 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Sunday, July 28 – 9:45 AM VBS Meeting 

 Sunday, July 28 – 4 PM Special Church Conference Vote 

 Thursday, August 1 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Friday-Saturday, August 2-3 – Leadership Retreat 

 Thursday, August 15 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Group Meeting 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 

 
 REMINDER to please LIKE our Facebook page. Type in 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOdessa/ and give us a thumbs up. Thanks! 

 

 Stewardship of the building is extremely important as we take care of our privilege to have a building 

that is safe and secure. We also want to make sure it is welcoming to our guests so please discard any litter you 

see in the church yard. Thank you. 

 

 Please send all your news and jpg. photos for the Midweek to the office at: stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

and COPY kristineknarr74@gmail.com.  We don’t want to miss anyone’s news!! 
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 JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, Carol Pearl; Jeanne Buckworth’s upcoming 

surgery (which was postponed) will now be July 23 or 25; Chris Urban 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

John & Elaine Guy & family on the loss of 

John's father, James Guy   

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

 

My dear friends: 

I am sorry to tell you that my little bride Carol M. Pearl passed away while staying at the Avenir 

Memory Center in Knoxville, TN. The funeral arrangements are incomplete but will be confirmed later 

this month. Please understand! I am heart-broken!!!   David Pearl 

 

Cards of condolences may be sent to Dave Pearl at his home address:  

108 High Street, P.O. Box 48 

Odessa, DE  19730 

      

BIRTHDAYS

July 19  Richard Leuliette 

July 21  Janina Pietruczenia   

July 22  Patrick Haberstroh  

July 23  Allen Ingram, Jr. 

  Bradley Sutton 

July 24  Joshua Smith 

           
Church Child Care Provider at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
406 Main Street Odessa, DE 19730 (stpaulsodessa.org) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is seeking a part time child-care provider to supervise infants 

through 5-year-old children for four hours on Sunday mornings from 8:15 am to 12:15 pm. We are 

seeking a caring professional who enjoys spending time with children. The successful applicant will 

be responsible for engaging with children in fun, developmentally appropriate activities, and keeping 

the nursery in order under the supervision of the Family Life Coordinator. The pay rate is $15 per 

hour.  

Responsibilities: 

. Provide appropriate care and play as necessary 

. Maintain order and cleanliness of room after use 

. Maintain the sign in/dismissal logbook 

. Notify Family Life Coordinator of needs or concerns 

. On Sundays when no children are in attendance in the nursery, assist the Family Life Coordinator 

with children’s programs 

Qualifications: 

. Experience in caring for children between the ages of 0 to 5 years 

. High School Diploma or GED 

. Must be 18 years of age or older, provide three non-relative references  

. Completion of CPR and First Aid Training 

. Background check will be completed at the expense of the church 
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Please submit resume along with references and certifications to the attention of Vicki Spence, 

Family Life Coordinator at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, PO Box 253, Odessa DE 19730 or 

by email to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 
 
 

 

A Call to Action in Response to the Plight of Migrants 

Dear Friends, 

I've joined Bishop Minerva Carcaño, chair of the United Methodist Immigration Task 

Force, Thomas Kemper, general secretary of the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR), and Harriet Olson, general secretary of United Methodist Women in this call to 

action in response to the plight of migrants.  

The call to action says, in part:  

 

We give God thanks for United Methodists who are providing compassionate care to migrants at 

the border. Border Conferences have established relief centers for migrants. United Methodists 

from other regions of the country continue to support migrants seeking asylum with their time, 

talent and treasures. United Methodist congregations across the country have opened their doors 

to provide sanctuary for those immigrants whose lives would be endangered if they were to be 

deported to their home countries. UMCOR has been a partner in assisting this connectional work. 

The General Board of Church and Society has led us faithfully in our advocacy work in support 

of justice for the migrant and the immigrant. United Methodist Women have also been a strong 

voice in advocating for the rights of immigrant children and families. 

Let’s continue to do this good and faithful work. Join us in these actions: 

• Give to the Advance # 3022144 for Migration. Go to UMCOR – Global Migration for further 

information. 

• Join the General Board of Church and Society in our United Methodist advocacy work 

alongside migrants. Speak out to end child detention by sending drawings and letters from 

United Methodists of all ages to Congress and the White House. 

• Encourage your UMW unit to join the action plan set forth at the United Methodist 

Women website. 

• We ask that you also speak up in support of persons in Sanctuary and the churches 

supporting them. In the past week, we have become aware of the Trump Administration’s most 

recent attack on immigrants who are living in Sanctuary in congregations, among them United 

Methodist congregations, as they seek to fight for justice in their deportation cases. The federal 

government is issuing fines of up to $500,000 to these immigrants in Sanctuary. This is an 

egregiously punitive tactic causing great fear and anxiety to immigrant brothers and sisters who 

are already deeply burdened by the stress of their circumstances. 

• Support United Methodist Sanctuary congregations and the immigrants in Sanctuary by 

praying for them and by sending them a postcard expressing such support. At the end of 

this letter is the list of multiple United Methodist Sanctuary churches and those immigrant 

friends whom they are hosting. 

Take this moment to act. It will make a difference in these challenging times in the lives of 

suffering immigrants and the brave churches who are ministering to them. 

Read the entire statement on our website, which includes the addresses of United Methodist 

Sanctuary congregations where you can send postcards.   Peace, Susan Henry-Crowe 


