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Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

 YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $781.00 and went to support Back to School 

Book Bags for the Neighborhood House. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

August 25 – Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity of New Castle County is part of a global, nonprofit housing 

organization operated on Christian principles that seeks to put God’s love into action 

by building homes, communities and hope. Established in 1986, Habitat NCC has 

completed more than 200 homes and ranks among the top three Habitat northeast 

affiliates (of 210 affiliates from Delaware to Maine) in terms of housing production. 

Habitat NCC is dedicated to eliminating substandard housing locally and worldwide 

through constructing, rehabilitating and preserving homes; by advocating for fair and 

just housing policies; and by providing training and access to resources to help 

families improve their shelter conditions. 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:18-29 

Synopsis: Faith, like belief, is more of an action 

than a concept. This may be what we mean when 

we use the phrase: “leap of faith.” Perhaps the 

phrase does not mean the absence of reason or 

logic, but simply acting on our faith, or 

revealing/demonstrating our faith by our actions. 

James write of this concept in 2:18, “I by my 

works will show you my faith.”  

 This August, we have spent our Sundays 

gathered around the latter chapters of the letter of 

Hebrews, focused on the concept of faith (e.g., 

11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen.” What 

follows is a list of past actions inspired/driven by 

faith. The last part of chapter 12, our focus for this 

week, names the action for the present (at the time 

of the writing of Hebrews): namely, resisting sin 

and living a disciplined and good life.  

 Easier said than done! The final verses redefine 

worship as our living thanksgiving (every day) for 

the unshakable hope that is the goal of faith and 

life. 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Megan Reitzes Tracy Walls-Pulling 

Greeters: Johanna Learish John & Joy Littell Dave & Sue Johnson 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Morgan Wallace  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas Estelle Peters – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate 

of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Josh, Natalie & Megan Reitzes Phil Elliott, Kris Knarr and Tracy 

Walls-Pulling 
Young Disciples Wendy Wallace Brenda Shaffer 

Word in Song  Amazing Grace 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Cathy Blanco in memory of Al & Margaret Blanco 

Fellowship: Brenda Shaffer Tracy Walls-Pulling, Dawn Buckworth, Jeanne Buckworth, Beverly Fawcett,  

Diane Shoun, Joyce Nelson & Susan Cate 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Helen George & Faye Taylor 
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August 21, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,  

We’re in the midst of Vacation Bible School at St. Paul’s 

UMC, welcoming a bevy of children, as well as youth 

and adult helpers as we celebrate the love of God and the 

ways we are wonderfully complex. This isn’t nearly my 

first rodeo with VBS (I’ve been to a bunch as a child and 

as an adult), but I’m always amazed at how everything 

seems to come together as the kids sing and dance as well 

as enjoy food, crafts, stories, and projects together. Vicki 

Spence, our Family Life Coordinator, has done a 

wonderful job coordinating, recruiting, publicizing, 

organizing, and directing this operation, so I know it 

doesn’t just happen by itself (!). I am grateful to Vicki and our army of volunteers who decorate, cook, serve, 

lead, and guide the children throughout each night (and tonight Carlotta Cline hosts us at C-Line Stables!).  

But there are so many things that happen when we get together each evening, in the very midst of all the energy 

and excitement, that you simply cannot plan for (and certainly not guarantee).  Have so enjoyed being a part of 

that something – witnessing it and playing my small part in the wonder of our coming together each evening as 

a special community, gathered in a celebration of the creative, transforming power of love. In the Church, we 

call that love God, of course, but what we really mean and experience as a community is best expressed in the 

Hebrew word, Emmanuel: God-With-Us (or God-In-and-Among-Us). That’s what I like best about getting 

together with, or as (not necessarily in) the Church (we are the Church, not a building). 

 

I am also pleased to announce, on behalf of our Staff-Parish Relations Committee, the hiring of Emily 

Houston as our new Childcare Provider, effective Sunday, September 9, 2019. Emily is a Middletown 

native and graduate of Middletown High School, with experience in childcare, hospitality, retail, and customer 

relations. She is as excited as we are to welcome her to the St. Paul’s staff, caring for our young children in the 

nursery from 8:15-12:15 on Sundays. We will be introducing Emily to you in other ways in the coming weeks, 

but I wanted you to know about her joining our staff. Of course, to comply with Safe Sanctuary requirements, 

we will still need a rotation of at least one adult (over 18) adult volunteers to care for the children in our nursery 

each Sunday, so please consider if this might be a calling for which you are gifted. 

 

 

So as summer comes to a (hot and humid) close, we are 

ramping up for an exciting fall kick-off at St. Paul’s. 

We’re planning celebratory community events every 

Sunday in September, beginning September 8 (after 

Labor Day weekend), so stay tuned and plan to be a part 

of what love makes possible in our community of faith 

any given Sunday. And as we get back into the routine 

of fall, take advantage of the opportunity to make some 

positive changes in your routine, including ways you 

might serve our neighbors in the MOT. There are plenty 

of ways in and beyond the church to get involved and 

make a difference – by living your faith! 

 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019 WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

VBS WONDER WORKSHOP has been up and running at St Paul’s this week. 

Kids are busy creating, singing, playing games and learning about ourselves and our 

world through science experiences and active story sharing. Wednesday we will be 

meeting at C-Line Stables (3491 Harris Rd, Townsend) for the evening. We will have opportunities to ride 

horses spend some time in the garden and play games after having our dinner. Stories and singing will round out 

the evening and kids will be picked up from there.  

Our mission for this year’s VBS is to support the Homeless ministry at Deep Roots where our youth went on 

their mission trip earlier this summer. The biggest need right now is basic school supplies of any kind. Families 

can bring supplies any night this week and on Sunday. Even if you are not participating in VBS you are 

welcome to add to our school supplies on Sunday. There will be a collection basket in the Narthex. Colors for 

the remainder of the week are Wednesday - orange, Thursday - green and Friday - blue.  

On Friday we will finish up all activities and crafts and end our VBS time in the back lot making our own 

sundaes and participating in the science finale. Ending our VBS with a Big Bang has become a tradition that 

kids and adults alike look forward to. Plan to meet your kids a little early for pick up and join us in the ending 

celebration.   

 

THANK YOU THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE HELPED WITH VBS THIS YEAR.....from those 

who decorated and set up, those who registered everyone and assigned kids and volunteers to their group, those 

who came in early to prepare, serve and clean up food, those group leaders who made sure kids all got to their 

assigned stations on time to the leaders of crafts, science, music and movement, games and our interactive story 

teller...you all are doing an amazing job to lead our kids, creating their best selves with God in the Wonder 

Workshop. Thank you also to families who work hard to get kids here and who join us in learning some new 

Bible verses, songs and share in the fun that is VBS 2019! 
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DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  

 

United Methodist Men News  

On Monday, August 19 the "Staying on Par with 

God" Disciples played their way through a "Warm" 

9 holes of golf before gathering in the AC for a 

great lunch and Scripture discussion!  God 

provided a great weather day and 13 golfers participated while John 

Harmon and Dave Pearl joined us for lunch and discussion. The UMM 

have 4 more Staying on Par events scheduled for 2019 so feel free to 

join us for a great morning of fellowship!! Also be reminded of St 

Paul's Tenth Annual Golf Tournament scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 17 at Odessa National Golf Club...Registration forms and 

Info Forms on table in Narthex!  Donations welcome! Thanks and God 

Bless! 
 

PFLAG Planning    

PFLAG is a National organization with 400+ Chapters and 200,000+ Members. Each Chapter is a Support 

Group for anyone who wishes to be supported or to give support to the LGBTQ Community. (Lesbian Gay Bi-

Sexual Transgender Queer) This is a support group, not a therapy group. We provide support by listening 

carefully, sharing our own stories, and discussing our own problem-solving experiences. We’re sensitive to 

each person’s stage in the acceptance process. We’re supportive rather than confrontational.  

This local Chapter offers support for all who wish it in the Central Delaware Region. We are not affiliated with 

St. Paul’s other than the Church is allowing this Chapter to use the building for our meetings. We meet on the 

third Thursday of each month September 19th, October 17th, November 21 and December 19th. Please join us 

if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word of this to all corners of 

our Communities. For further information please contact Mark Holden at Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100 

 

Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

Saturday, August 24 from 2-7 PM 

Just wanted to remind everyone from 6th grade up about our summer youth picnic.  We will have horses to ride, 

above ground pool to cool off in, cornhole, and maybe even driving the gators (with some rules). Anyone who 

participated in the mission trip is welcome. This is a covered dish or dessert so please let me know what you 

may be bringing. I will have pulled pork sandwiches, macaroni and cheese, sodas, chips, brownies. Feel free to 

bring a lawn game to share, bathing suits and towels and maybe a lawn chair and enclosed shoes if riding the 

horses. Hope to have a great turnout! Miss Charlotte and Mr. Ronnie 

 

GriefShare Program Coming to St. Paul’s UMC 

Experiencing heartache due to the death of a loved one?  Sorrow and grief 

seem to be a part of your every waking moment?  Having trouble sleeping 

due to your loss?  Simply wish you had someone to share your memories 

with?   If you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions, then we 

would like to invite you to a group that you may find to be just what you 

need.   
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Whether your bereavement experience is current or not so recent, encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 

the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend can often be found in sharing with 

others. This group will provide an opportunity to be around others who understand what you are feeling. It will 

provide valuable information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when family and/or friends have already 

returned to their daily life routines, and thus fear what others may think.  You will recognize that it is okay for 

us to deal with death in different ways and at different rates.   

 

Too often people tend to try to swallow their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it 

is intended.  The GriefShare program focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one through a 

DVD seminar that features nationally respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed by a small 

group discussion about what was viewed. And…confidentiality is very much a part of this biblical based, Christ 

centered, nondenominational program. 

 

Facilitating these sessions will be Mr. Robert Collins (Masters in Counseling) and Rev. Danese Collins, (Master 

of Divinity and Masters in Education).  Both facilitators completed additional course work in Counseling the 

Bereaved and Grieving at Lancaster Theological Seminary (United Church of Christ).  Danese also completed 

coursework in Clinical Pastoral Care and Education, which included 400 hours as a hospital chaplain, and has 

served as a volunteer chaplain with Hospice of Delaware. 

 

To register, either sign up on the sheet on the table in the narthex or contact the church office at 302-378-2420. 

Registration is important so that your materials can be available for you at the beginning of the first session 

(September 12).  The cost of material is $15.00 and can be given to Alice in our church office by August 29, 

2019.  Please make your checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Since each session is self-contained (addressing a 

different area of grieving), you are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group with any session. 

Regardless of when you begin, we believe you will find encouragement and strength.  And --- just like at the 

movies, you may continue into the next session until you have completed the 13-week cycle. 

GriefShare will meet weekly in Fellowship Hall beginning Thursday, September 12 and running through 

December 21 from 10:00 am to 12 pm. 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Wednesday-Friday, August 21-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6-8 PM Scouting Parent Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

 Monday, September 2 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 Thursday, September 5 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Sunday, September 8 – Sunday School Kick Off 

 Tuesday, September 10 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Thursday, September 12-December 21 – 10AM-Noon GriefShare Support Group 

 Monday, September 16 – 6:30 PM Leadership Team Meeting 

 Saturday, October 19 – 10 AM-4 PM Blood Bank of Delmarva Blood Drive at St. Paul’s 
 Wednesday, October 23 – 7-9 PM Charge Conference at Bethesda UMC 
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Gentle Office Reminders 
 If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like added no 

later than Monday afternoon to Alice at stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

 
 Please honor Pastor Bo’s Sabbath day which is Friday. 

 

 Please be so kind as to announce your presence as you enter the Church during the week. Thank you. 

 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and bulletin but for HIPAA reasons PLEASE 

get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR:  Sharon Hunnicutt, Jeanne Buckworth who is currently at Encompass (Health South) for a 

week; Linda  

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Barbara Lynn Manlove, on the loss of her 

newborn grandson 

Ashley Burris 

Cindy 

Ginny Guessford 

Dave & Jan Corby on the loss of the fur baby, 

Skipper 

Lulamae Lotz 

David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, 

Carol Pearl 

Chris Urban 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

   

BIRTHDAYS

August  22 Keith Whitmer 

August 23 Beth O’Grady 

August 24 Taloh Joy Reeves 

August 26 Dennis Downes 

August 28 Zowie Dahn 

  Cheryl Martin 

  Joe Mastin 

  Bella Redick 

   
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

August 21 Rick & Lynda Lambert  

 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assistant & Treasurer            stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 
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