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Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

 YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $454.55 and went to support Habitat for 

Humanity. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

9/1 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin 

El Ayudante serves twenty-nine at-risk children and their families in León. Our Hogar Christiano Nicaraguense 

(HCN) or Nicaraguan Christian Home provides spiritual formation, housing, proper medical care, nutrition and 

excellent education. By going deep with these children and giving them tools they need to succeed, we hope to 

bring change to Nicaragua one child and one family at a time. But headway is only made with the prayer and 

support from people like you. Thank you! 

 

9/8 Multiple Sclerosis/Bike to the Bay 

9/15 Juvenile Diabetes Research 

9/22 Alzheimer Research 

9/29 Deaf Awareness Sunday 

 

PAK-A-SAK THIS SUNDAY—MAKE IT COUNT! 
On the first Sunday of the month, we bring non-perishable items for the food pantry 

to our friends at the Neighborhood House, a local agency that helps families in the 

MOT area. This Sunday consider tithing your weekly grocery budget and bring 

healthy meal choices for folks who are having a hard time making ends meet. Specifically, the following items 

are needed: Rice-A-Roni, Soups, Shampoo and Diapers size 4, 5, or 6. As always, any help would be greatly 

appreciated! 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Synopsis: Hospitality has become something we pay 

for, when we travel, or a decoration scheme for the 

house we can purchase. We don’t think of hospitality 

as a way of life, or a gift of the spirit, now that this 

practice has become an industry or a product line. But 

opening our home to shelter strangers is an ancient 

human practice we would do well to recover in our 

fractured society. It’s not merely a nice gesture we 

might choose to make for the sake of people in need – 

hospitality is a way of defining the kind of people we 

are – not only to others, but to ourselves. 

It all begins at the threshold that divides the outside 

world from a place that even in our technologically 

sophisticated era we still call a castle. We seek 

sanctuary and rest in such a place, but the walls we 

build around us can also become a kind of prison, 

isolating us not only from others, but ourselves. 

Opening the door, especially to a stranger, risks trust, 

but keeping it closed risks missing an opportunity to 

discover, in that stranger, a lifeline.     

 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Brian McNelis Steve Johnson 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Carlotta Cline John & Susie Cate 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes   

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate of non-gluten 3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Leah & Sarah Apps and  

Brian McNelis 

Noel & Rosalie Lukens and  

Steve Johnson 

Young Disciples Brian McNelis Brian McNelis 

Word in Song  Lord I stretch My Hands 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Alicia Blackwell donating from Wildflower by Alicia 

Fellowship: Kenzel Messick Nancy Weldin, Nora Reeves, Kris Knarr, Vivian Masten, Elayne Guy,  

Linda Sydnor and Georgianna Fennemore 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Ginny Guessford & Chris Chappelle 
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August 29, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,  

I am excited to be teaching a Wilmington District Lay 

Servant Advanced Course about storytelling at Dale 

UMC on September 7 and 14 (ask me if you are 

interested in joining us!). The course takes its title from 

the book by Ray Buckley, Dancing With Words: 

Storytelling as Legacy, Culture, and Faith. How I love a 

good story (telling one, listening to one, or reading one – 

and sometimes writing one). But I also enjoy thinking of 

life as a kind of story (which is what stories are all about 

– making sense of the life we live, recognizing a pattern 

in what seems like chaos). 

 

One of my favorite stories unfolded when our son, Eli, came to me and asked me why I thought he and several 

of his friends had begun playing in the creek below our house. I guessed it was because playing in the creek was 

fun. Then he told me that they had talked about how much they enjoyed the stories we, their parents, shared 

with them about our childhoods. Of course, we had told them lots of stories about times with our family and 

friends as we grew up, at home, on vacation, or in school. Some of those stories had even taken place along a 

little creek that ran below the house I lived in between the ages of 7 and 18. Then my son told me that he and 

his friends wanted to experience the kind of life that made for better stories for their own children someday – 

rather than a tale of how they defeated the 33rd level of Donkey Kong, or spent time surfing the internet.  

 

They had decided to live a better story. 

 

What a fascinating concept. We typically think of creating stories as something we do at a desk with a pen and 

paper, typewriter (remember those?), or word processor. But we can also think of ourselves as characters in an 

unfolding story that we create on the fly. This not only works in the present and future – the stories we create 

and live can truly transform our past, by the way they reinterpret the events of our past. During the course of my 

studies at Drew University several years ago, I read a great deal about stories and a form of soul care called 

narrative therapy, in which people worked on creating different and better stories of their past in order to live 

out a more life-giving story in their present and future. Stories are all about choosing carefully the elements that 

will tell the tale and leaving out every extraneous fact. We can rearrange the details to discover new interpretive 

orders – such as when we tell the story of a tragedy that transformed us in a miraculous way. 

 

I finished reading Don Cupitt’s Sea of Faith this week, in which he tells a story of the interrelation of religious 

understanding and practice throughout human history. In a world of technological sophistication and scientific 

discovery, there seems to be very little room for the mystery that is God. One story encourages us to retreat into 

a separate religious world that refuses to acknowledge discoveries about our world. In this story, faith becomes 

a mind game we play that has little do with the way we live our lives, kind of like a game of Donkey Kong. 

Cupitt tells another story, in which God is “the sum of all our values, representing to us their ideal unity, their 

claims upon us and their creative power.” How we live demonstrates the unity, the claim, and the creatiuve 

power of our God. In other words, “what faith is shows what God is.” Soren Kierkegaard wrote that Christian 

faith is not an ideology, but a form of life. The first followers of the risen Christ were not called Christians, but 

People of the Way. 

 

We, too, are a people of the Way. I invite you to consider the story we are telling with our lives, individually 

and as a community of faith, and what our story communicates to others and to ourselves about God. What an 

adventure! I pray that our story will inspire and encourage our children and everyone to play their part.  

 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

THANK YOU THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE HELPED WITH VBS 

THIS YEAR.....from those who decorated and set up, those who registered everyone 

and assigned kids and volunteers to their group, those who came in early to prepare, 

serve and clean up food, those group leaders who made sure kids all got to their 

assigned stations on time to the leaders of crafts, science, music and movement, games and our interactive story 

teller...you all are doing an amazing job to lead our kids, creating their best selves with God in the Wonder 

Workshop. Thank you also to families who work hard to get kids here and who join us in learning some new 

Bible verses, songs and share in the fun that is VBS 2019! 

 

Sunday School Kickoff, September 8 

Join us in the back lot and grove for games, crafts, sign ups and snacks. Register for Sunday School, meet your 

teachers and classmates and sign up as helpers for this coming year. Bring a friend or two and meet us on the 

8th. Dress casual!! 

 

Nursery Helpers Needed 

A sign up is in the Narthex to sign up as a nursery helper. We have hired Emily Houston to be in nursery every 

Sunday and need regular helpers for both services. Please consider helping to be part of that St Paul’s village to 

help raise up our kids!! 

 

Sunday School   

If you are interested in helping teach we still have spaces for a rotating teacher in 3-5th grade and substitutes. 

Please let Alice, Vicki or Tracy know if you can help!!! 

 

Please check out the links below for all the amazing VBS and UMM Breakfast photos taken by Mark 

Holden: 

 

Wednesday 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/99186075@N05/sets/72157710494074236/ 

Thursday 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/99186075@N05/sets/72157710510430517/ 

Friday + UMM Breakfast 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/99186075@N05/sets/72157710525568457/ 

 

Youth Picnic Photos 
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United Methodist Men News  

“Staying on Par with God” next outing is scheduled for Monday, September 9 at 9 AM at 

Odessa National Golf Club. Contact Paul Loder if you would like to join. All are welcome 

& God Bless! 

Also be reminded of St Paul's Tenth Annual Golf Tournament scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 17 at Odessa National Golf Club...Registration forms and Info Forms on table in 

Narthex!  Donations welcome! Thanks and God Bless! 

 

Covenant Garden 

On Friday, August 23, Alan Martin, John Harmer, Bill Apps, and myself pulled all the 

plants, removed cages, stakes, and secured in storage barn as the Covenant Garden was put 

to sleep for the coming winter months. Once again God shared his grace over the Garden 

and the following was harvested and distributed to the Neighborhood House: 197 Squash, 

152 Zucchini, 111 Cucumbers, 735 Okra, 61 Bell Peppers, 775 Cherry Tomatoes, 54 

Tomatoes, 13 Egg Plant, 121 Plum Tomatoes and 19 ½ lbs. String Beans. Thanks to All 

who helped and a Special Thanks to John Harmer for his delivery of every bag of veggies 

to the Neighborhood House!  God Bless and see you in the Spring! Paul Loder 

 

PFLAG Planning    

PFLAG is a National organization with 400+ Chapters and 200,000+ Members. Each Chapter is a Support 

Group for anyone who wishes to be supported or to give support to the LGBTQ Community. (Lesbian Gay Bi-

Sexual Transgender Queer) This is a support group, not a therapy group. We provide support by listening 

carefully, sharing our own stories, and discussing our own problem-solving experiences. We’re sensitive to 

each person’s stage in the acceptance process. We’re supportive rather than confrontational.  

This local Chapter offers support for all who wish it in the Central Delaware Region. We are not affiliated with 

St. Paul’s other than the Church is allowing this Chapter to use the building for our meetings. We meet on the 

third Thursday of each month September 19th, October 17th, November 21 and December 19th. Please join us 

if you would like to be supported or offer support and please spread the word of this to all corners of 

our Communities. For further information please contact Mark Holden at Mark@maholden.com or call 802-

279-8100 

 

DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  

 

Church Clean-Up  

All are invited to church clean up on Saturday, September 21 from 9 AM – 

Noon. Please b ring tools-hedge trimmers, saws racks, gloves and a strong 

back. Hope to see you all there! Thank You, Trustees 

 

 

Hello friends at St. Pauls! 

I live at 240 Sugar Pine Drive in Pine Valley Farms and our next-door neighbors have a pear tree full of fruit to 

be picked. They have told us we can have them all and I thought maybe some strong members of the church 

with ladders could do just that so we can give them to those in need. Hopefully I will know the kind by the time 

they are picked, which should be done soon. And oh, there is one problem, there seems to be an infestation of 

ground wasps flying in and around them, so wear some protection. My number is: 832-1084 

Thank you, Johanna Learish 
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Health Ministry – September is National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month:   

Over 200,000 men are newly diagnosed with prostate cancer annually in the 

United States. With the likelihood of getting prostate cancer increasing with 

age, the advent of prostate cancer screening means cancer is being detected and 

treated earlier; however, approximately 5-10% of newly diagnosed prostate 

cancer cases involve advanced disease. In addition, some men may develop a 

recurrence of their cancer despite initial attempts at curative therapy such as surgery or radiation therapy. 

Ideally, doctors prefer to find the disease in its earliest and most treatable stages. But for men diagnosed with 

advanced prostate cancer, the prognosis is getting better all the time. There are a number of effective treatments 

available.  

What is cancer? 

Cells normally grow and divide in an orderly fashion, with old cells constantly being replaced with new cells. 

However, in cancer cells, this normally ordered process is interrupted and cells grow and are replaced in a 

completely unstructured way. 

The extra cells form a mass called a growth or tumor. Tumors can be either benign (not cancerous) or malignant 

(cancerous). Benign tumors do not spread to other parts of the body, and are rarely a threat to life. Malignant 

tumors can spread (metastasize) and become life threatening. 

Reference / more information: www.brandywineuc.com.  

GriefShare Program Coming to St. Paul’s UMC 

Experiencing heartache due to the death of a loved one?  Sorrow and grief 

seem to be a part of your every waking moment?  Having trouble sleeping 

due to your loss?  Simply wish you had someone to share your memories 

with?   If you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions, then we 

would like to invite you to a group that you may find to be just what you 

need.   

 

 

Whether your bereavement experience is current or not so recent, encouragement, comfort and help in grieving 

the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other family member or friend can often be found in sharing with 

others. This group will provide an opportunity to be around others who understand what you are feeling. It will 

provide valuable information about facing your new normal in life and renewing your hope for the future. Many 

grieving people find they are only beginning the work of healing when family and/or friends have already 

returned to their daily life routines, and thus fear what others may think.  You will recognize that it is okay for 

us to deal with death in different ways and at different rates.   

 

Too often people tend to try to swallow their grief instead of allowing it to do the God-given work for which it 

is intended.  The GriefShare program focuses on grief topics associated with the death of a loved one through a 

DVD seminar that features nationally respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed by a small 

group discussion about what was viewed. And…confidentiality is very much a part of this biblical based, Christ 

centered, nondenominational program. 

Facilitating these sessions will be Mr. Robert Collins (Masters in Counseling) and Rev. Danese Collins, (Master 

of Divinity and Masters in Education).  Both facilitators completed additional course work in Counseling the 

Bereaved and Grieving at Lancaster Theological Seminary (United Church of Christ).  Danese also completed 

coursework in Clinical Pastoral Care and Education, which included 400 hours as a hospital chaplain, and has 

served as a volunteer chaplain with Hospice of Delaware. 
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To register, either sign up on the sheet on the table in the narthex or contact the church office at 302-378-2420. 

Registration is important so that your materials can be available for you at the beginning of the first session 

(September 12).  The cost of material is $15.  Please make your checks payable to St. Paul’s UMC. Since each 

session is self-contained (addressing a different area of grieving), you are welcome to begin attending the 

GriefShare group with any session. Regardless of when you begin, we believe you will find encouragement and 

strength.  And --- just like at the movies, you may continue into the next session until you have completed the 

13-week cycle. 

GriefShare will meet weekly in Fellowship Hall beginning Thursday, September 12 and running through 

December 21 from 10:00 am to 12 pm. 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Boy Scouts – Mondays 7-8:30 PM 

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 Handbell Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 6-7 PM 

 Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 7-8 PM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Monday, September 2 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 Thursday, September 5 – 6:30 PM SPRC Meeting 

 Sunday, September 8 – Sunday School Kick Off 

o 9:45 – Special Church Conference Sanctuary Vote 

 Tuesday, September 10 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

 Tuesday, September 10 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Thursday, September 12-December 21 – 10AM-Noon GriefShare Support Group 

 Monday, September 16 – 6:30 PM Leadership Team Meeting 

 Tuesday, September 17 – 2019 Noon-3 PM UMM Golf Tournament at Odessa National Golf Club 

 Thursday, September 19 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Meeting 

 Saturday, September 21 – 9 AM-Noon Church Clean-Up 

 Thursday, September 26 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Thursday, October 3 – 7 PM Health Ministry Program “Healthy Diet, Healthy Shopping, Healthy You” 

 Saturday, October 5 – 2-5 PM TOPS Special Meeting 

 Saturday, October 12 – 9 AM-1 PM Wilmington District UMW Annual Meeting 

 Saturday, October 19 – 10 AM-4 PM Blood Bank of Delmarva Blood Drive at St. Paul’s 
 Wednesday, October 23 – 7-9 PM Charge Conference at Bethesda UMC 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 

 
 If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like added no 

later than Monday afternoon to Alice at stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org 

 

 Before you determine the date of your event, check the Church Calendar by first going to our Calendar 

of Events on our website. If the time and date is open, email the church office to double-check that the date is 

indeed open as to make sure it goes on the published church calendar.  

 

 If you are meeting in the church please lock the doors & turn off lights upon exiting the building. Thank 

you. 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and bulletin but for HIPAA reasons PLEASE 

get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Sharon Hunnicutt 

Jeanne Buckworth 

Linda 

Barbara Lynn Manlove, on the loss of her 

newborn grandson 

Ashley Burris 

Cindy 

Lulamae Lotz 

David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, 

Carol Pearl 

Chris Urban 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

   

BIRTHDAYS

August 28 Zowie Dahn 

  Cheryl Martin 

  Joe Mastin 

  Bella Redick 

August 29 Barbara Moore 

August 30 Janet Rowley 

August 31 Louis Sommer 

September 2 Johanna Learish 

September 3 Christopher Wallace 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assistant & Treasurer            stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 
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