
 

1 

MIDWEEK  

 June 5, 2019 

 

 
   

  

             
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 

Reaching Out with acts of love & compassion   

Pak-A-Sak 

There were 17 bags packed for Pak-A-Sak this past Sunday.  These “saks” were shared with the Neighborhood 

House.  Thank you to ALL who helped and contributed and to Bill & Margie Apps for delivering! 

 

YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $604.76 and went to support Natalie 

Reitzes and her Appalachia’s Mission Trip. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE  

June 9 – Youth Mission Trip 

June 16 – Peace with Justice Sunday 

June 23 – El Ayudante Child, Yesprin  

June 30 – Deaf Outreach, Inc. 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO DEEP ROOTS @ CLAIRVAUX FARM  

Earlville Maryland - Monday, June 17-Friday, June 21   

Youth 6th grade + up 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. The cost is: $50/youth - $75/parent 

Our youth are excited to embark on a new adventure to Deep Roots 

at Clairvaux Farm at 21 Veasey Cove Road in Earleville, MD.  So 

far, we have 7 youth and 7 chaperones including Pastor Bo. Various 

projects will not be finalized until the week before, but could include 

painting, working on raised vegetable beds, mulching the 

playground, and resurfacing the decks.  Three hot meals/day and lodging in a separate 

Mission House will be provided. Wednesday will be a special day with the families on the 

Bohemia River for a cookout, swimming, kayaking and canoeing.  

 

Appalachia Service Project (ASP) is a Christian ministry, open to all people, that inspires hope and 

service through volunteer home repair and replacement in Central Appalachia. Thanks to the support of the St. 

Paul’s congregation I went on ASP for the first-time last year and it was the best experience I’ve ever had. My 

crew was helping a family whose home didn’t even have walls on the inside. They had the basic structure of a 

house, but no insulation and no drywall. There were six people and 5 pets living in this small, dirty house. 

Similar to what Pastor Bo mentioned last week, there were clothes piled high all over the house because they 

simply didn’t have the space for them. Our assignment was to turn their attic into a bedroom for the couple’s 

oldest son. We had a few setbacks during the process but we were able to get a good start. We weren’t able to 

finish the whole project in one week, but at the end of the summer the family sent us pictures of the completed 

bedroom. This young man now had his own bedroom that he could live in. These families don’t have the money 

to do renovations themselves, so the donation of time, money, and resources that ASP provides truly change the 

way they are able to live. I am humbled to have the opportunity to attend again this summer and I look forward 

to sharing my testimony with the congregation upon my return.  Thank you, Natalie Reitzes 

 
I look forward to honoring God this Sunday with a liturgical dance titled 

Unencumbered.  The dance portrays that through the power of prayer, a dark exterior can be 

removed to reveal a light and peace that has been trapped inside.  This spiritual 

transformation is represented in the dance through the shedding of the outer layer of the 

costume. Kendall Reitzes 
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Reaching Up to praise God 

in vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 

Synopsis: The Disney Pixar movie, “The 

Incredibles,” features an interesting line between a 

father and son who are grousing about not being 

able to exercise their superpowers: “When everyone 

is special, no one is.” Earlier, the father complains 

to his wife about a fourth-grade graduation 

ceremony for one of their children: “They keep 

finding new ways to celebrate mediocrity.” The 

underlying philosophy of the movie is that most 

people are mediocre, helpless without a few 

superhuman superstars to keep us out of trouble. We 

celebrate a few superstars in our society as well, in 

our politics, sports, and entertainment, while 

accepting our mediocrity. But what if the line (and 

the movie) are wrong about the miracle of being 

human? What if we’re all special in different ways? 

In the Pentecost story of Acts 2, each person plays a 

part in communicating a miraculous message of 

hope to another, in a language they need to receive 

it. In this story, and in ours, when everyone lives 

their giftedness, the whole world is blessed.   

SERVING IN WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Paige Collins Ellie Leuliette 

Greeters: Johanna Learish Josh & Megan Reitzes Steve & Nadine Johnson 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes Morgan Wallace  

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas  2 Chalices 1 loaf + plate of non-gluten 3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon John & Carole Harmon and Paige Collins 

 

Susie Cate, Joyce Nelson and  

Ellie Leuliette 

 

Young Disciples Wendy Wallace Brenda Shaffer 

Word in Song  Eye Is on the Sparrow 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Sharon Hunnicutt in honor of her Mother, Doris Woodring's 109th Birthday.   

Fellowship: Barbara Lynn 

Manlove 

Meghan Sydnor, Beth O’Grady, Margie Apps, Charlotte Miller,  

Wendy Wallace, Megan Reitzes & Jennifer Rodriguez 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Linda Botsford & Sandy Urstadt 
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June 5, 2019 Pastoral Letter  
 

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s, 

I’ve been thinking about great movie moments – 

scenes that communicate in a few minutes a 

parable of transformative meaning. Toy Story III 

features a moment when the toys realize they 

cannot escape their immanent destruction. In that 

moment, they reach for each other and hold 

hands, so that in that final moment of life, they 

will not be alone. (Spoiler alert! The space aliens 

save them with a crane!) The scene communicates 

in an unforgettable way the power of love in the 

face of our death. 

We could spend more time exploring such a scene, if course, or even creating other scenarios that demonstrate 

the power of a core life value – like love and solidarity. The power and importance of these parables, and our 

conversations about them, is their ability to bring to life values we hold dear but find it difficult to capture with 

words. The word “love,” for instance, doesn’t come close to the feelings and experiences we have in mind when 

we use the word to communicate them to others or to ourselves. This may be why parables were the primary 

way Jesus used to teach the values and the hope of a reality he sometimes called the kingdom of God.  

Even that phrase, of course, falls short of conveying a clear meaning. Many people think it means a place up in 

heaven where the good people go when they die. Jesus often talked about it coming to us, and about our 

nearness to that reality in this life. Many scholars think that the place Jesus had in mind was this life we live 

together. One recent theologian, Dallas Willard, defines the kingdom of God as “the range of God’s effective 

will: where what God wants done, is done.” But you don’t need to be a theologian to think about this invitation 

from Jesus to live abundantly – and to embrace this thinking in the way you live your life. 

This is why I like the idea of movie scenes as parables of this new and abundant life to which Jesus invites us 

all, and the values that describe how we experience this life. We know it when we see it – our hearts and minds 

and bodies resonate with the force of truth that transforms our lives and our world. Since I enjoy movies with 

my friends and family, I stumble across a lot of these scenes – I don’t have to look for them, they seem to find 

me. And I’m wondering if you might share your own collection of deeply inspiring movie scenes with me 

– in person or by email or letter, over the summer. These scenes, parables, and short stories have the power 

and the potential to inspire us and encourage us as we live into the kingdom of God Jesus invites us to join, for 

the sake of the world. 

I have a bunch in my collection! In “We Are 

Marshall,” Coach Jack Lengyel gently tells his 

grieving assistant coach (as they sit in the 

pews of an empty church as they rebuild a 

football program after nearly everyone on the 

team died in a plane crash, that for now, 

winning isn’t everything, but showing up is. 

That kind of wisdom, the values of resilience, 

courage, and conviction, doesn’t just rebuild 

great football programs – they also make our 

life together more extraordinary. Death is not 

the last word. I look forward to the inspiration from the stories and scenes we share with each other! 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

Vacation Bible School - 

Information is forthcoming 

 

 

 

United Methodist Men News  

 On Monday, St. Paul's UMM "Staying on Par with 

God " group gathered for another morning of 

fellowship, scripture, and lunch at Odessa National 

Golf Club. God provided just a gorgeous day and the 

attendance was outstanding with 13 golfers and 14 

for lunch. Discussion on scripture Romans 8:14-17 was most interesting 

ending with a special scripture penned by Hap on Brother Bush leaving 

us all in laughter and smiles! A great day of Fellowship! Our next outing 

is scheduled for Monday, June 17 and anyone interested please contact 

Paul at 302-229-0046......Peace and God Bless 

 

Covenant Garden 
The Covenant Garden is starting to take shape with blossoms appearing on squash and tomato plants and squash 

plants showing small squash developing. On Wednesday, Alan Martin roto-tilled garden and on Saturday the 

following Disciples answered the call for help to hoe weeds and tie up plants: Vickie Bush, Alan Martin, Hap 

Bonham, Bill Apps, and Paul Loder. God blessed the garden with 1 1/4 inches of rain this week! 

NOTICE: We will be working the garden again this Saturday for about an hour starting at 8 AM. All help 

appreciated! Thanks and God Bless! 

 

GALATIANS 5:22-23 By contrast, the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 
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PFLAG Planning.    

We are beginning with the planning for regular meetings for the PFLAG group. We are still in the 

organizational stages but feel we need to establish a regular meeting time. The third Thursday of the month 

would be great to start. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, September 19th, October 17th, 

November 21st, and December 19th. More information will be forthcoming. Peace, Mark   

 

 

DROP IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAYS at 11 AM 
We will continue studying the Book of Acts. 

 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 Youth Group – 1st and 3rd Sundays 7-8:30 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
 Tuesday, June 11 – 6:30 PM Trustees Meeting 

 Wednesday-Friday, June 12-14 – Pastor Bo’s Sermon Retreat 

 Monday, June 17 – 9 AM Staying on Par with God, Odessa National Golf Club 

 Monday-Friday, June 17-21 – Youth Mission Trip to Deep Roots @ Clairvaux Farm 

 Thursday, June 27 – 7 PM NAMI Meeting 

 Friday-Saturday, August 2-3 – Leadership Retreat 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Men’s Breakfast 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Administrative Assistant & Treasurer  stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and worship folder but for HIPAA reasons 

PLEASE get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Family of Carl Meadwell, upon his passing 
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CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Pastor Bo & Family on the loss of his 

Grandmother, Nell Hyland 

Gail Wollerton 

James Guy 

Marylou Guyer 

 

Cal Cruz 

Emma Apps 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

            

 

BIRTHDAYS

June 5  Patti Harmer 

  Sharyn Sheats 

June 6  Linda Botsford 

  Maryann Kearns 

  Joanne Argoe 

June 7  Faye Taylor 

June 8  Tyanne Gill 

June 10 Greg Apps  

June 11 Carolyn Stanley 

June 12 Delaney Ann Chas 

  Kallie Beth Chas 

          

ANNIVERSARIES 

June 11     Rick & Tracy Walls- Pulling 

 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 

 
 If you have updates for the weekly Midweek, please email exactly what you would like 

added no later than Monday morning to stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org and COPY 

Kristineknarr74@gmail.com. 

 
 

 REMINDER to please click SHARE on our Facebook page to get the 

word out about events happening at St. Paul’s. Thanks! 

 

 NO NUTS POLICY— remember that we do NOT provide any refreshments or foodstuffs 

with any nut products.  

 

 REMINDER to please LIKE our Facebook page. Type in 

https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsOdessa/ and give us a thumbs up. Thanks! 

 

 

 

The Odessa Ladies Auxiliary is in the process of cleaning out their kitchen of stuff that is no longer 

needed. If anyone could use any of the following please contact Karen Douty at KGB1030@aol.com:  

dinner plates/small serving bowls/small glasses - water/juice glasses 

 

 

 


