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St. Paul's Published Directories 

If you had your photo taken, and haven’t picked up your copy, please look for it on the table in Fellowship Hall. 

We have a limited number of extra copies available for households unable to have a photo taken, so please 

email the church office if you would like one of these additional copies and we will do our best to accommodate 

your request.  

 

 Reaching  Out with acts of love & compassion   

 

 YELLOW HAT offering this past Sunday totaled $397.51 and went to support Yesprin, our El 

Ayudante child. Thank you all so much for your generosity!  

 

UPCOMING YELLOW HAT SCHEDULE    

August 11 – Our Daily Bread 

Our desire is to create a healthy, flourishing, positive eating experience for every 

individual by serving nutritional meals in a safe environment. We feed low income 

families, individuals, children, the elderly and all those in need in the MOT 

communities. 

 

August 18 – Back to School Book Bags for Neighborhood House 

August 25 – Habitat for Humanity 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BOOKBAG GIVE A WAY 2019-2020  

We need help with delivery of book bags to the Neighborhood House on 
Monday morning. Please be at church at 9:00 AM to load up. Please text or call 
Dawn at 753-4020 to let her know you will be there to help. Thank you for your 
faithfulness!! 
 

GOAL: 50 filled bookbags; the book bags are HERE! — now your job is 

to fill them! 

• We will organize the supplies Thursday, August 8 at 1 PM in 

Fellowship Hall. If you are available, please come out to help. 

• We will fill the supplies after worship Sunday, August 11.  

• We will deliver to the Neighborhood House on Monday, 

August 12 at 10 AM. 

 

If you want to donate cash or check in lieu of supplies, the Yellow Hat offering on Sunday, August 

18 will go to help with the cost of the book bags and additional supplies needed to fill them. 

 

PAK-A-SAK 
This past Sunday we collected 15 bags for the Neighborhood House. A huge THANK YOU to Bill & Margie 

Apps, who graciously organized, counted and delivered. 
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Reaching Up to praise God in 

vibrant worship 

 

Sunday, August 11, 2019 

Worship at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship from 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Synopsis: The King James Version translation of 

Proverbs 29:18a warns: “Where there is no vision, the 

people perish….” That’s not just ancient wisdom, 

contemporary business consultants make a great deal of 

money guiding companies, corporations, and 

organizations through a process of identifying their 

vision, mission, and core values. The vision is typically 

defined as “Where we are going.” Sometimes consultants 

will ask participants to describe what the future will look 

like in 5-10 years to help people articulate their vision. 

       Vision is what faith is about, “the conviction of 

things not seen” (at least, not without physical eyes). 

And the vision of faith is not merely a mind game; when 

we embrace a vision of faith, we move in the direction 

that will make that vision a reality. When obstacles get in 

our way, we drive toward the vision. That’s the power of 

faith. What is your vision for your life, and for your life 

with others in your relationships, family, friendships, 

place of work, at St. Paul’s UMC? Jesus envisioned a 

Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. We are the 

legacy of his faith and life. 

Serving in Worship This Sunday 
WORSHIP COORDINATOR 8:30 AM 10:15 AM 

Ushers: June Stemmle Paul Loder, Greg Apps,  

John Harmer, Alan Martin, Dave Sydnor, 

Vickie Bush, Ben Feldmann &  

Dawn Misino 

Denis Shaffer, Dean Hatton,  

John Harmon & Charlii Miller 

Liturgist: Alice Mullins Ann Newswanger Johanna Learish 

Greeters: Johanna Learish John & Elayne Guy Carole Harmon 

Acolytes: Megan Reitzes   

Com. Set-up: Kathy Chas John & Patti Harmer – 2 Chalices 1 loaf + 

plate of non-gluten 

3 Chalices 1 loaf  

+ plate of non-gluten 

Com. Servers: Carole Harmon Carlotta Cline, Joy Littell  

and Ann Newswanger 

Richard & Alice Rizzo 

and Johanna Learish 
Young Disciples Brian McNelis Brian McNelis 

Word in Song  St. Paul’s Ringers 

Flowers: Janet Rowley Alicia Blackwell --- Wildflowers by Alicia 

Fellowship: Brenda Shaffer Tracy Walls-Pulling, Dawn Buckworth, Jeanne Buckworth, Beverly Fawcett,  

Diane Shoun, Joyce Nelson & Susan Cate 

Counters: Sandy Urstadt Carolyn Stanley & Chris Chappelle 



 

5 

August 7, 2019 Pastoral Letter  

Dear Saints at St. Paul’s,  

I’m enjoying some vacation time with our family at 

Smith Mountain Lake, near Roanoke, Virginia this 

week. The trip followed a run of 17 straight 

workdays, and I’m grateful for the opportunity not 

only to recharge and renew, but to reunite with our 

family in a special place. Over the years, we’ve 

gathered at this lake half a dozen times with our 

children, foster children, my parents and parents-

in-law, brothers and sisters-in-law, nieces and 

nephews, and now with our grandchildren. 

 

I’m grateful for places like Smith Mountain Lake 

in our life together as a family. Certainly, we 

change over the years – children grow up, we 

welcome new members into the family and bid 

others tearful goodbyes, all the while growing older 

together, and maybe (hopefully) a little wiser. 

Reunion places like this beautiful lake remind us of 

the things that don’t change, regardless of what 

goes on around us – the relentless march of time.  

 

Friday night before we departed, my wife, Vicki, 

led our leadership team in a conversation about the 

things that endure in our faith community at St. Paul’s UMC. This church has weathered a pastoral change after 

13 years, and we gather in our third building since we started in 1833, with some significant modifications. 

Different lay leaders and members have made significant contributions to the life of this church and then have 

passed on the baton, the mantle, to others who follow after them, taking inspiration from their example and also 

bringing fresh insights and gifts to make St. Paul’s a continuing, living legacy in Odessa. We gathered Saturday 

to bid farewell to Carol Pearl, gone on to glory, who danced among us with a passion especially for children and 

a graceful style all her own. She and her husband Dave and their children took up a legacy they received from 

others over half a century ago. 

 

They hand it to us. 

 

When we gathered to name this legacy of faith in action at St. Paul’s, we came up with four primary, powerful 

concepts that have fueled and continue to fuel the mission we undertake toward a vision of God’s Kingdom 

among us. These four core values: outreach, hospitality, fellowship, and inclusion, make us who we are as 

a community of faith. We will be spending more time as leaders and as a congregation thinking about how we 

are called to live out these values as a church (not a building, but the body of Christ) to transform our 

surrounding community and our world. I share them with you in order to invite you into a conversation about 

the vital part you play in what God is doing among us. We asked the leaders to name two of the four values to 

which each of us feels particularly drawn, and perhaps that’s a good place for all of us to start. 

 

As much as I enjoy vacations (and I do!), I look forward to returning to discover together more of what God has 

in store for us and for our community through the blessing that we are together. I look forward to a conversation 

not only with words but with our faithful actions that have powerful, transforming consequences for our 

neighbors. Some things don’t have to change over the years – we are a reaching community of faith, reaching 

up, in, and out with the love of God in Christ Jesus! 

Peace! 
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Reaching In to deepen our spiritual walk with Christ

FAMILY LIFE UPDATES from Vicki Spence   
 

VBS 2019. WONDER-WORKING FAITH 

Join us August 19-23 from 6-8pm for a fun week exploring our faith life! We will 

gather in the sanctuary at 6pm for some songs and conversation with Pastor Bo and 

Decker the Crab. We will gather in groups, have dinner, rotate through making craft 

projects, science activities and group relays and games! We will reassemble at the end of the evening for some 

time with Pastor Bo and Decker before going home. Dinner menu, color of the night and mission project will be 

posted soon. We will gather on Wednesday night at C-Line Stables for an evening of work in the Covenant 

garden, horseback riding, games and dinner. Registration forms are available now in the Narthex and online. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to join us! 

 

VBS- IT TAKES A VILLAGE!   

We will soon begin creating the backdrop, planning the crafts and games, shopping for and getting ready to 

prepare food for 5 nights of meals and snacks for the kids of St. Paul’s and our community and....WE NEED 

YOUR HELP!!!  VBS will be held August 19-23 from 6-8 PM. We need as many hands as possible to make 

this happen. Please check the board outside the kitchen in the Narthex and sign up (multiple times are 

encouraged!) to help out with meal prep, set up, clean up, shopping for food, taking charge of a meal...the list 

goes on. Please prayerfully consider joining in the fun and excitement that is VBS at St. Paul’s. We need you! 

Also... 

We love our kids of St Paul’s! All ages, shapes, sizes, abilities and voices! And we love to have them 

participate in worship. They make us smile, chuckle under our breath, laugh out loud, sing with a little more 

gusto and they make us think.  Think about what we believe, how we live our lives as examples of Christ, how 

we want to be seen and remembered, and how we can help raise them up. Sometimes these beautiful kids come 

with snuggles and smiles, sometimes with squirminess and a voice! We love it all and want to encourage 

families to include our kids in worship. There are bags and coloring books by the door into the sanctuary, there 

are sheets for older children shared by greeters, there are a variety of quiet play items in the Kids Prayground at 

the back of the sanctuary. Please help yourself to any of these items. We are in the process of assembling 

additional bags of quiet play items that you can use during worship. (Look for these in the coming weeks!). If 

you feel your child needs a break to run around, play with toys, read books or watch a video, the Nursery is 

always open and we are restocking and updating the toys. You are welcome to take your child and stay as long 

as you wish. There are speakers in the nursery so you can hear (and sing along with) the music, announcements, 

the sermon and celebration of communion. We are trying to create a continuum of support for families of young 

children and encourage fluid movement in and out of the nursery if needed and full use of any materials we 

have out for the kids. Our first choice is to have them in worship but all options are available to fit the needs of 

the kids and family on any given Sunday!  Our St. Paul’s family loves our kids! 

 

ST. PAUL’S PAINTING – BY: DAVID OHLERKING…DONATIONS!  

Thank you to all who have expressed interest in the painting of St. Paul’s church. 

There are enough of us interested so each person (or family) can contribute $15.00 

and that will cover the cost of the painting. The money will be donated to the 

Odessa Women’s Club. Please put your $15.00 (cash would be easiest) in the 

envelope with your name on it this last Sunday so we can give the total to the 

Women’s Club by August 12. Thank you in advance to all who are contributing. 

Now to find the perfect home for this artwork!! 
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United Methodist Men News  

St. Paul's UMM held the "Staying on Par with 

God" outing on Monday, August 5 at Odessa 

National Golf Club with a wonderful turnout 

and great fellowship. The next outing is 

scheduled for Monday, August 19 and all are 

welcome!  

A reminder St. Paul's Annual Golf Tournament scheduled for 

Tuesday, September 17 is fast approaching and registration forms for 

this event can be found in the Narthex! A great day of fun that helps 

with Missions at St. Paul's! Hope to see you there! God Bless....  
 

Covenant Garden     
On Thursday, July 30 Paul Loder and John Harmer harvested the following and 

delivered to Neighborhood House: 2 Egg Plant, 8 Squash, 7 Zucchini, 5 Bell Peppers, 1 

1/2 LB String Beans, 21 Cucumbers, 168 Okra, 21 Tomatoes, 335 Cherry Tomatoes, 

and 23 Roman Tomatoes. The Covenant Garden is slowly fading so stay tuned for 

cleanup detail in next 3-4 weeks. 

 

PSALM 104:30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the 

face of the ground. 

 

 

 

 

PFLAG Planning    

We are beginning with the planning for regular meetings for the PFLAG group. We are still in the 

organizational stages but feel we need to establish a regular meeting time. 

 

We are hoping that everyone will spread the word to people who would be interested in coming to the meetings, 

especially for everyone who may be interested from outside our St. Paul community. We will be meeting the 

third Thursday of the month beginning in August. Please put these dates on your calendar: August 15th, 

September 19th, October 17th, November 21st, and December 19th.  If you have any questions, please contact me 

at 802-279-8100. Peace, Mark Holden   

 

Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

Just wanted to remind everyone from 6th grade up about our summer youth picnic.  We will have horses to ride, 

above ground pool to cool off in, cornhole, and maybe even driving the gators (with some rules). Anyone who 

participated in the mission trip is welcome.  

  

This is a covered dish or dessert so please let me know what you may be bringing. I will have pulled pork 

sandwiches, macaroni and cheese, sodas, chips, brownies. 

  

Feel free to bring a lawn game to share, bathing suits and towels and maybe a lawn chair and enclosed shoes if 

riding the horses. Hope to have a great turnout! Miss Charlotte and Mr. Ronnie 

 

DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY – WEDNESDAY at 11 AM 

We will continue studying the book of Genesis. We'd love to have more folks join us and learn more about 

Genesis. You don't have to be a Bible scholar to participate; just read the verses designated each week in our 

study guide and join in the conversation on what was read. The books are only $8.00 and will last for 18 

weeks. If you can't make it each and every week, that's no problem.  Just "drop-in" whenever you are available.  
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WEEKLY GATHERINGS AT ST. PAUL’S UMC 

 Office Hours Monday thru Thursday 9 AM-2 PM  

 Drop in Bible Study – Wednesdays 11:00 AM 

 TOPS Meeting – Wednesdays 6 PM  

 8:30 Praise Team Practice – Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 NAMI – 4th Thursdays 7 PM 

 Pastor’s Sabbath – Fridays  

 AA Meeting – Saturdays 7 PM 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 Thursday, August 8 – 1 PM Organize Book Bag Supplies in Fellowship Hall for Neighborhood House  

 Sunday, August 11 – Fill Book Bags with Supplies in Fellowship Hall for Neighborhood House 

immediately following Second Service 

 Monday, August 12 – 10 AM Deliver Book Bags to Neighborhood House 

 Monday, August 12 – 6:30-8:30 PM Leadership Retreat 

 Thursday, August 15 – 6:30 PM PFLAG Group Meeting 

 Saturday, August 17 – MOT Peach Festival 

 Monday-Friday, August 19-23 – Vacation Bible School from 6-8 PM 

 Saturday, August 24 – 8 AM UMM Breakfast 

 Saturday, August 24 – 2-7 PM Youth Group Pool Party & Picnic at Ronnie & Charlotte Miller's Home 

 Tuesday, August 27 – 6:30 PM Finance Meeting 

 Monday, September 2 – OFFICE CLOSED 

 Sunday, September 8 – Sunday School Kick Off 

 

 

Gentle Office Reminders 

 
 Disbursement Vouchers are located in the mail bin outside the church office if anyone needs to be 

reimbursed. Please turn in within 30 days. Also, please attach any receipts to go along, as well. Thank you. 

 

 Pastor Bo’s email is pastor@stpaulsodessa.org.  

 

 REMINDER to please click SHARE on our Facebook page to get the word out 

about events happening at St. Paul’s. Thanks! 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Bo Gordy-Stith, Pastor    pastor@stpaulsodessa.org   302-373-5143 

Alice Mullins, Admin. Assistant & Treasurer            stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org  302-378-2420 

Vicki Spence, Family Life Coordinator   familylife@stpaulsodessa.org  302-598-8768 

Jeff Anderson, Director of Music & Organist jmanderson@ccps.org   610-761-9818 

Duane Dillard, Accompanist     duanedillard@gmail.com   410-620-4650 

Jeanne Hatton       Organist Emeritus    302-378-1670 
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JOYS & CONCERNS: Please take the opportunity to go to our website (www.stpaulsodessa.org) to complete 

a prayer request—it is the most convenient, 24-7 way to get your concerns on our prayer list. 

Please alert the office when someone can be taken OFF the list by emailing 

stpodessa@stpaulsodessa.org. Submitting a Prayer Request is the best and most assured way 

that your request will be added to the mid-week and bulletin but for HIPAA reasons PLEASE 

get permission before adding.  

We do our best to keep up with the needs of our congregation, but we may not always have up-

to-date information. If you or a loved one is in need of a pastoral visit, please call the church 

office to schedule. Blanche Bailey is at Broadmeadow and welcomes visitors.    

 

PRAYERS FOR: Stephen George, Jeanne Buckworth, who have been hospitalized 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS:     

Cindy 

Ginny Guessford 

Jeanne Buckworth 

Dave & Jan Corby on the loss of the fur baby, 

Skipper 

Lulamae Lotz 

David Pearl & Family on the loss of his wife, 

Carol Pearl 

Chris Urban 

Maggie McCombs                       

David Koski 

 

   

BIRTHDAYS

August 7 Courtney Martin 

August 8 Charlotte Miller 

  Rev. Patti Ravilious 

August 11 Ally Kennedy 

August 13 Abby Gottleib 

  Jeff Martin 

August 14 Jason Wallace 

   
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

August 7 Ryan & Katelynn Scott 

August 11 John & Carole Harmon 

August 14 Bill & Burtie Hutchison


